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Mark is probably the most evangelistic of 
the gospels. Where Matthew wrote to a 

primarily Jewish audience with an emphasis 
on Christ’s fulfillment of the Old Testament, 
Mark is writing to a mostly Gentile audience 
with an emphasis on Jesus’ miraculous power. 
Mark doesn’t include any genealogy or even 
many Old Testament references, but those 
wouldn't have carried much meaning for his 
listeners. The shortest of the four Gospels, 
Mark moves quickly to the specific events that 
highlight Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. 

We can be challenged and encouraged as we 
study Mark to see Jesus as the Suffering 
Servant who actively ministers on our behalf 
and gives His life as our ransom. 



How to use the reader ...
With each day’s assigned reading, there are two or 
three primary questions that we hope will encourage 
you to reflect and draw out important truths from the 
passage. The questions listed in gray at the bottom 
of each page are additional study questions that will 
challenge you to read further into the text and spend 
more time in reflection. 

There are a few questions that should be considered 
every time you read the Bible. If you have no time to 
consider any of the specialized questions, prioritize 
asking yourself these three questions: 

1. What attribute of God stands out the most 
from your study of this text?  

2. How does knowing this truth about Him 
change the way you see yourself?  

3. How should knowing this truth change the 
way you live?



Resources

Christ-Centered Exposition: Exalting Jesus in Mark, 
 by Daniel Akin (B&H Publishing Group 2014) 

Women of the Word, by Jen Wilkin (Crossway July 31, 2014) 
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Mark 1-2
Do you notice any words or phrase repeated in this passage? Do you think it is 
significant?

Why do you think Jesus chose to forgive the paralytic’s sin before healing him?

In these first two chapters, how is Jesus showing His authority? 

Jesus’ preaching is coupled with pity for those around him. What are ways we 
fail to show pity and compassion on those around us, how can we become more 
compassionate?

What do you give authority in your life apart from God? (For example: fear, 
reason, tradition, expectations.) 

WEEK 1 | DAY 1
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Mark 3
3:14 gives us two reasons Jesus called His disciples. What are they? What does 
this reveal about their relationship with Jesus?

Why is it remarkable that Matthew the tax collector & Simon the zealot were  
co-laborers with Christ? Does the gospel still have power to bring contrary people 
together? How have you seen this happen?

In light of what we know to be true about God’s free forgiveness, what do you 
think 3:28-29 means?* 

WEEK 1 | DAY 2
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Mark 4-5
Why do you think Jesus used so many “seed” parables?

Consider the faith of both the ruler, Jairus, and the unnamed bleeding woman. 
There are many differences in their situations, yet both had faith to approach 
Jesus. How is your life characterized by faith? Do you believe in the Lord’s power 
enough to bring your requests to  Him?

How is it comforting to know that Jesus in His sovereignty led His disciples to 
this storm?

Are you encouraged when you see how slow the disciples were to believe? 
Conversely, how are we without excuse? 

WEEK 1 | DAY 3
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Mark 6
Jesus was rejected in His hometown, yet v. 5 says that He still “laid hands on a 
few sick people and healed them.” He had compassion even on those who rejected 
him. Are our lives marked by compassion? 

Do we still love those who reject us, or even more, our Savior?

How you ever felt like you were obediently following God to be surprised 
when bad things happened? Why should we not be surprised? How can you be 
comforted?

WEEK 1 | DAY 4



-09

Mark 7
Thinks about vv.6-8. What are some traditions in our lives/culture that we have 
made doctrine? 

Reflect on vv. 14-23. Take some time and ask the Lord to reveal sin in your heart 
that you might not be aware of. 

How do non Christians generally view pride? As a vice or a virtue? What is 
different about the Christians world-view that makes pride sinful?

How can we demonstrate both boldness and humility in our approach to God?

WEEK 1 | DAY 5
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Mark 8
Consider some of the Old Testament passages that prophesy what we have read 
up to this point of the coming Messiah. What weight does this statement that 
Peter makes (v.29) carry?

It seems a noble thing for Peter to deny that Jesus had to die, but Jesus rebukes him 
strongly in v. 33. Why do you think he rebukes him? Why did Jesus have to die?

Why does Jesus perform a feeding miracle twice? What is the significance of it 
now being in gentile territory?

WEEK 2 | DAY 1
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Mark 9
In what sense was jesus changed in the transfiguration, in what sense was he not?

What does v. 24 reveal about our human nature?

What did the disciples do after their failure? How can failure be made profitable?

How does self-sufficiency express pride, while prayer express faith?

WEEK 2 | DAY 2



-012

Mark 10
V. 21 Says, “Jesus looking at him, loved him,…” In loving him, he told him the 
truth even though it was a hard truth for this man to hear. Are there times we fail 
to love those around us by not telling them the truth? Can you think of examples?

Jesus foretells his death and resurrection three times over ch. 8, 9, 10. Why do 
you think this is?

In what way do children have intrinsic value, not just potential value?

Why is it sometimes easy to overlook individuals while we are trying to do great 
things for the Kingdom? How does busyness and pride play a part? How can we 
learn to stop overlooking people?

WEEK 2 | DAY 3
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Mark 11-15
Mark's gospel shifts from rapid-fire accounts of Jesus's life and ministry, 
to a slow, deliberate description of Holy Week. All of eternity pivots in 
this week as Jesus fulfills His sovereign purpose to redeem His children 
for all time. 

Over these next few days read over these chapters several times. Chapter 11 
opens with the beginning of Holy Week ( the week leading up to the crucifixion). 
Describe the events of Holy Week recorded in Mark. Remember to reflect on the 
questions below as you read.

What attribute of God stands out the most from your study of this text?  

How does knowing this truth about Him change the way you see yourself?  

How should knowing this truth change the way you live?

WEEK 2 | DAY 4
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Mark 16
Why do you think thee angel says, “the disciples and Peter?” Why does he 
specifically single Peter out? This is significant considering the following chapter 
and Peter’s denial.

When you reflect on your faith —what is your anchor? How do you give a brief 
answer to the question, "Why are you a Christian?" 

The last part of Mark 16 makes a note that it was not included in some of the 
early manuscripts. There are a few other places in the New Testament where this 
is noted. These texts can be helpful, but it also important to take note of the fact 
that not all manuscripts include them, and therefore, it is dangerous to us them 
as stand alone texts to develop a theology or primary texts for doctrine. 

WEEK 3 | DAY 1



Don’t be 
discouraged when 
life is messy and 

inconsistent. Take 
today to catch up 

on any reading 
that you have 

fallen behind on.
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