


Advent is a time of for anticipation and preparation. We anticipate 
the celebration of Christ coming at Christmas. We join with 
saints throughout time, brothers and sisters around the world, as 
we reflect on the night that our savior was born. The Messiah has 
come. The unfathomable has happened – God eternal has taken on 
flesh, and the King of Kings was laid in a manger. Because of the 
incarnation Christ was able through his death and resurrection 
to atone for our sins. It is only through Christmas that we have a 
Cross and only through the Cross that we have Hope! Now a new 
anticipation grows as we eagerly await his return, when he will 
come in glory to make all things new. 

But to anticipate we must prepare. For the next four weeks we 
will walk through this advent reader together as it correlates with 
our sermon series. We will look at the prophetic themes of Seed, 
King, Servant, and Birth. There are devotions for each day that 
call up to reflection up these themes as they relate to Christ’s 
coming. On Sundays, in place of a devotion, make some space for 
prayer and reflection over the past week and our gathering for 
worship that day.

This advent reader is a combined effort from over fifteen member 
of our church who took time to contribute to it content and 
design. As we prepare our hearts for Christ’s advent we get to 
hear from many gited voices in our community. 

As the next four weeks are fiflled with Christmas parties, house 
decorating, eating till we can’t move, shopping for that perfect 
git, and maybe some difficult or heartbreaking moments, may 
this Advent reader help keep your eyes on Christ and your heart 
full of his word. 

Iron City Church
Advent 2016

Introduction



NOVEMBER 27

From the beginning God promised a 
saviour through the seed of Adam.



NOVEMBER 29

Habakkuk 1:12-2:1 (Habakkuk asks God more questions) >> 
Habakkuk begins with identifying that God appointed and 
ordained the Babylonians (those creating all of the strife) to do 
all that they are doing. Confused, Habakkuk asks, “Why?” And 
I think that’s the resounding question we all have, whether 
it’s regarding our own lives, the lives of those around us, our 
communities, or our country. Why? Why are You silent? Where 
are You? Don’t You care? Don’t You see? Habakkuk doesn’t sugar 
coat his desperation. But we see there is a faith that remains 
true because he never stopped asking the only One who could 
provide answers. The fifnal thing Habakkuk says in his complaint, 
though he still has not received the answers he’s looking for, is 
a statement of obedience. Remember yesterday, God said, “Look, 
watch, and be utterly amazed.” In Chapter 2, Habakkuk says that 
he will “stand watch,” “station himself,” and “look to see what 
God will say.” My question for you friend is this: are you standing 
watch or have you given up? 

Habakkuk 2:2-20 (God responds) >> The Lord responds by 
pointing out in verse 3, “the revelation awaits an appointed time.” 
Remember friend, we run on His timetable, not our own. He 
then says, “It speaks of the end, and will not prove false. Though 
it lingers, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.” 
Friend, I hope you let this speak to your heart. Your heartache will 
come to an end. His promises do not prove false. Wait and rest in 
the certainty that it will come. God goes on to describe Babylon. 
My challenge to you is to check your heart for areas that you 
may look like Babylon. God then mocks the stupidity of people 
choosing idols over Him and His guidance, but concludes by 
assuring Habakkuk (and us) that “the Lord is in His holy temple; 
let the earth be silent before Him.” In other words: Chill, He’s still 
in control.

NOVEMBER 28

This advent season comes at a bizarre time for us as believers, 
a season that seems like a vast sea of unknown. How do we 
joyfully prepare for advent? Expectantly. Habakkuk is a beautiful 
blueprint for the believer’s response to life today because it reflects 
the pattern that consistently repeats itself in life. Mass chaos 
abounds. Darkness draws near. Hope seems lost. And do we dare 
ask God why? Yes. Because He cares and not a single moment 
of a single day comes as a surprise. The theme of Habakkuk is 
faith, to wait patiently. I pray that as you read through Habakkuk 
your strength and patience is renewed and you’re able to ask God 
the hard questions while still rejoicing over His faithfulness in 
providing for us, a Savior.
Habakkuk 1:2-4 (Habakkuk starts asking God about the state 
of Judah and questioning why things are such a mess) >> Until 
this point, there had been such widespread terror going on in 
Judah, the area was just a place chockfull of sin. Habakkuk starts 
sincerely asking, “God, how long are we going to do this merry-
go-round where I call out for you and you don’t answer me? Do 
you see what’s going on?” And as we read his questioning, part 
of us gets nervous because, “How is he talking to God like this?” 
but the other part of us looks around at the world we’re living 
in wanting to ask the same questions. We see the same things 
Habakkuk saw in Judah: violence, injustice, destruction, strife, 
and conflict. So where is He? 
Habakkuk 1:5-11 (God responds) >> The fifrst thing God says 
in response to Habakkuk’s questions are, “Look, watch, and be 
utterly amazed.” So simple, yet so powerful. Our response to the 
hardness of our realities is to keep our eyes on Him. To look and 
watch! To be utterly amazed at what He’s doing. God then tells 
Habakkuk, “I am going to do something in your days that you 
would not believe, even if you were told.” And what a beautiful 
promise we get to cling to. God doesn’t always reveal His purposes 
because we wouldn’t believe them if we knew. There’s a beauty 
in the mystery, but it reinforces a need for faith. Friend, whatever 
it is in your life that you are bringing in to this Advent season, I 
hope you have faith. 

Look, Watch, and Be Amazed Stand Watch

Habakkuk 1 Habakkuk 1 & 2



DECEMBER 1

Are you one of those that skips to the back of a book to read the ending? 
How about one of those people that always likes to know the plan? My 
two favorite books of the Bible are Genesis and Revelation. These two 
texts are the bookends to our story, providing a hope-fiflled framework 
for understanding this thing we call life! How good is our God that He 
has not only intentionally developed a plan to heal us and restore order 
in full at every level, but that He told us he was going to do it? Let’s flip 
to the back to see just how the story ends. 
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the fifrst heaven and 
the fifrst earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw 
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. 
He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And 
he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.””Revelation 21:1-5 ESV
The celebration of Advent is twofold: looking back to the birth of Jesus 
and looking ahead to the Second Advent, or the Second Coming of 
Christ. The word “advent” simply means the arrival of something or 
someone notable. We, the church, rest in the tension between advents. 
Christ, as foreshadowed all the way back in Genesis, has come! Yet we 
know things are not fully right on the earth. Let me encourage you this 
Advent season. Yes, be full of courage, for the story is not yet over! No 
matter what you are going through or what you have come through, 
know that there will be no more mourning, or crying, or pain in that 
day. He will wipe away every tear and right every wrong. This is His 
heart, His restitution, His promise. Revelation 21 shows us a picture of 
what God is like. He is good. He will see the plan through to completion. 
This is your inheritance, Saint. All of creation is rushing towards this 
reality! Praise be to our God!

Beginning and End

NOVEMBER 30

Before the Fall, man enjoyed perfect peace and unity with God. 
Because of man’s rebellion, that peace and unity has been broken 
and there is now a need for a remedy. Even more so, there is 
an enemy waging war against humanity. We see in Genesis 3:15 
what is called the proto-evangelium, the “fifrst Gospel.” We are told 
there will be a struggle between Satan and humanity, described as 
the enmity between him and the woman. But the good news we 
are promised is that the woman’s offspring will bruise the head of 
the serpent. This promise, as we know, is fulfiflled in Jesus Christ.

During advent we are able to long for the coming of Jesus and 
reflect on Israel’s longing throughout the Old Testament for the 
appearance of the Messiah. We do not have to read very far to see 
this in action, as Adam acts in faith in naming Eve, “mother of all 
living.” Adam knows that from her will come the offspring that 
will crush the serpent. The psalmist in Psalm 119:123 portrays this 
by writing “My eyes long for your salvation and for the fulfifllment 
of your righteous promise.” Ever since the Fall, our only hope in 
being reconciled to God is in his promise to redeem humanity 
through this seed.

On this side of the incarnation, cross and resurrection we are able 
to also look back at God’s faithfulness to fulfifll this promise. Our 
hope is not in the works of our hands, but in the faithfulness 
of God to bring about redemption and the forgiveness of sins 
through Jesus Christ. We can now come together and help each 
other remember that our rest is found in Jesus, “Israel’s strength 
and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art.”

Look to the Promise

Genesis 3:15 Revelation 21



DECEMBER 3DECEMBER 2

Chapters 15-17 of Genesis give a snapshot of Abraham’s continued journey of 
faith with the Lord. In chapter 12 the Lord made a promise to Abram to bless 
the nations through his offspring. What follows in chapters 15-17 is a series of 
further affirmations and articulations of this promise (15:1, 15:4-5, 15:7, 15:13-
16, 17:1-8, 17:16-21) and a pattern of Abram wrestling with his disbelief that 
this promise could actually be true. In chapter 15 the Lord creates a covenant 
with Abram, as He symbolically passes through halved animals as way of 
saying, “let what was done to these animals be done to Me if I do not uphold 
this covenant.” Following this, Abram questions (15:2-3, 17:17) and even acts in 
disbelief (16:1-16), but fundamentally he believes the Lord, and the Lord calls 
him righteousness for this belief. And in His beautiful grace we see the Lord, 
despite Abram’s disbelieving actions, reaffirm His covenant, bestow Abraham 
with a new name, and give him a symbol of the covenant through circumcision.
The beauty in these verses is that even amidst the doubts and questions, 
Abraham believed God and walked in obedience. Even though He couldn’t fully 
understand how the promise would be carried out, he fundamentally trusted 
the character of God. Timothy Keller writes that “it is not the strength of your 
faith but the object of your faith that saves you.” The beautiful thing is that 
regardless of how weak or wavering our faith is, as long as it is fifrmly placed in 
the covenant God it will hold fast. We can rest fifrmly in the fact that the Lord 
is faithful to keep His people. Because not only has the Lord eternally acted in 
faithfulness, but He is faithfulness itself. If He stopped being faithful, He would 
cease to be God. Faithfulness is an essential part of His character. 
So. Today, and every day, fifnd comfort in the fact that your faith is secure, not 
because you feel confifdent in it, not because you’ve read your Bible today, 
not because you’ve been serving in church, but because God is faithful to His 
covenant promise to His people. God accomplished the work of redemption 
through His Son so that our only work would be this: to believe (John 6:29). 
Abraham believed and awaited the fulfiflment of God’s redemptive promise 
through his seed, Jesus Christ. In the same way, as we celebrate Advent, we 
believe and await the fulfiflment of Christ’s promise to return for His bride – “I 
will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 
also” (John 14:3). Brothers and sisters, fifnd hope in the fact that Christ’s promise 
to return for His people is rooted in His character of covenant-faithfulness. Fight 
to believe this truth. Find joy in the fact that it is gloriously true that He is 
coming soon.

In this massively important passage, God demonstrates to all of creation, 
particularly to us, that he will be for us in redemption despite our being against 
him in sin. God now makes a major move through Abraham by promising: to 
make him into a great nation, to give him a great name, to protect him, and to 
bless the nations through him. God, in Abram’s seed, will establish a people and 
be jealously for that people. This gracious election, however, does not exclude 
the world. Instead, through Abram’s promised seed, God will continually 
demonstrate that he is for the world.    
What does this have to do with us? Everything! Every promise, blessing, and 
mission given to Abram is now ours in Jesus Christ. Our God, who formerly 
gave his word to a few, now comes to us himself in Jesus Christ, the “Word made 
flesh” given for all (John 1). The God who is wildly free and totally self-sufficient 
now chooses in love to be the God committed to our salvation in Jesus Christ, 
and now that he has promised it, this salvation must happen! This salvation will 
happen!
But…when? This is the question of Advent. We set this time aside for expectation, 
to ask the question so many of God’s people have asked throughout time: “How 
long, oh Lord?” The Christian lives expectantly between God’s fulfiflled promises 
in Christ and those promises yet to be fulfiflled at Christ’s return, but while 
wait for that second coming, Advent gives us the opportunity to re-anticipate 
Christ’s fifrst coming in our favorite Bible stories. In Genesis 12, we anticipate 
the fulfiflment of promise with Abram and Sarai, pagan nomads too old to have 
children to whom were promised a great and abundant posterity. We dwell on 
the giving of Isaac and then Jacob to fulfifll those promises. We dwell on the 
explosive growth of God’s people in Egyptian captivity and their deliverance 
from it to a promised land. We dwell, also, on a babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and laid in a manger, on a bloody cross, and on an empty tomb. And, as 
we eagerly expect the return of Christ who will make this dark, dark world new, 
we remember God’s promise to be for us through Abraham. We remember that 
he fulfiflled that promise through the promised seed: a babe called Jesus. And we 
remember that he’ll do it again.

The Covenant GodAnticipation

Genesis 15-17Genesis 12:1-9



Christ is the just and merciful king whose 
kingdom shall know no end.
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Humility. This is a word which plagues me to this day. It’s a 
constant battle to fifght my pride and humble myself before the 
Lord and place others success before my own. I have always 
desired to lead people and be perceived as a leader. Kind of 
a prideful sentence when you read over it again. “I want to be 
perceived as a leader.” But when you look at David and who he 
was as a leader, a lot of what you see is humility. “Who am I, 
that you have brought me thus far?” Everyone knew who he was 
and the accomplishments he had. But David still took a humble, 
learning posture, knowing he was actually a broken, prideful man 
who God showed favor on. 

Where do you think your success is in life thus far? What have 
you been able to accomplish with the gits God has given you? 
Think on those things, rejoice, and be thankful for them for God 
is gracious to give us such things. An “accomplished” man is one 
who is humble because that is what shows off God’s grace the 
most. “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
(James 4:6) Let our humility shine so God’s grace shines brighter.

Humble and Accomplished

DECEMBER 5

Throughout the Bible, we see how the grace of God empowers His 
people to act in obedience and worship. Before God gave Moses 
and the Israelites the Ten Commandments, he reminded them 
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” (Ex 20:2) In Joshua 24, ater the 
Israelites entered the Promised Land, God spends verses 2 through 
13 reminding them of all He has done for them, and then in verse 
14 commands “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in 
sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers 
served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.” In 2 
Samuel 7, God tells David that He is going to raise up offspring 
from Him and will establish His throne and kingdom forever. This 
brings David to humble, joyful worship! David exclaims “…you 
are great, O LORD God. For there is none like you, and there is no 
God besides you…” (v. 22)

Praise be to God that our obedience and worship respond to 
God’s grace instead of earn it. As we continue in Advent, we 
can remember that Christ let glory to live, suffer and die for His 
people. The gospel that we believe is something “into which angels 
long to look.” (1 Peter 1:12) In our personal, family, and corporate 
worship, may we so oten remind ourselves and each other of the 
gospel that has saved us, is saving us and will bring us into glory 
with Christ that our burden of obedience and worship turns into 
joy. May our duty become delight.

Grace Inspired Worship

2 Samuel 7:182 Samuel 7:12-29, Exodus 20:2, Joshua 24



DECEMBER 8

“And Jesus said to them, “Can you make wedding guests fast 
while the bridegroom is with them? The days will come when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in 
those days.””  

It is not natural to fast in times of rejoicing. Weddings and 
holidays call for feasting! This is the explanation Jesus gives to 
the Pharisees when they ask why His disciples do not fast. Their 
long awaited bridegroom had come, and they were enjoying his 
presence and the advent of His kingdom! It was not necessary or 
appropriate to fast. 

Jesus provides a caveat, though. A day will come when the 
bridegroom is taken away. Then they will fast. In times of 
mourning or anticipation, the natural response of the body is to 
decline food. So too the body of Christ in His absence is naturally 
compelled to fast. As we await our long expected Savior’s return 
and the full consummation of His promised kingdom, we groan. 
Even in the comfort of the Advent season, there remains a 
longing. We want more than we currently have. Namely, we want 
more of God and His perfect rule. We yearn for total restoration. 
May we not grow weary or complacent in the waiting. May we be 
spiritually awake, faithful, and confifdent unto the return of our 
Bridegroom King! Finally, may our hearts burn with devoted love 
for Him. The Spirit and the Bride say come, Lord Jesus!

Luke 5

Awaiting the Bridegroom

DECEMBER 7

What fifrst comes to your mind when you think about Jesus? Loving, 
gracious, redeeming, miraculous, healer, God, resurrection; the 
list could go on, but how oten do you think about unadulterated 
power? Christ as King of the cosmos? We oten associate these 
attributes with God or “The Lord.” And though theologically we 
may know they are the same, if you’re like me I don’t always 
make that leap when thinking about Christ.

But, Christ is all-powerful! It is through him that all things were 
created and are sustained. Through his death and resurrection, 
God the father has enthroned him on high and subjected all 
things underneath his feet. This means that the same one who 
suffered as we have, who felt the weight of sin and temptation, 
the heartbreak of loss and death, the pain of betrayal and deceit, 
and the sorrow of a broken world now sits with all power in his 
hand. He is the one who is coming again to make all things right 
and he is the one who now intercedes for us. He is the great and 
mighty king that knows our plight and has delivered us from it. 
Not just in eternity but now, today!

The King of the universe is abundantly providing for our every 
need. We need not doubt his ability and we need not doubt his 
mercy. Are you suffering sickness? Christ our king is the author 
of life. Are you consumed with sin? He has supremely defeated it. 
Are you faithless? He is faithful. In a world where we presently 
can feel so powerless, we should fifnd comfort in the one who sits 
enthroned on high. This advent season look away from yourself 
and gaze upon our great king.

Hebrews 1:1-4; Ephesians 1:1-23

We have a Great and Mighty King



DECEMBER 10

The story of Genesis, and arguably the rest of scripture, describes how 
God sustained His promise to Abraham. God promised to bless the entire 
world through one of Abraham’s offspring (Genesis 12). Every story in 
Genesis shows how God was determined to keep this promise including 
the broken story of Judah and Tamar. God sustains the line of Abraham 
through the sinful action of Judah sleeping with his daughter-in-law. 
From this union, Tamar gives birth to Perez who carries on the family 
line. In the genealogy found at the end of Ruth, Perez is the linchpin 
connecting the family of Abraham with the throne of David. In 2 
Samuel 7:13, God promised David that he would establish an everlasting 
kingdom through one his offspring. Fast-forward to the New Testament 
and we read in the fifrst chapter of Matthew that Jesus is the fulfifllment 
of God’s promises to Abraham and David. Jesus is the offspring whose 
kingdom will never pass, and who has blessed all the nations through his 
life, death, and resurrection. 

The promises and genealogies found throughout Scripture give us great 
hope this Advent season. Abraham, Sarah, Judah, Tamar, Ruth, Boaz, 
David, and Bathsheba all had one commonality. All of them were eaten 
up with sin, yet, they are the people God chose to use! In each of their 
lives, God sinlessly used sinful people to sovereignly secure salvation for 
all humanity. This brings us hope for two reasons. First, God so loved 
you that He sustained His promise to Abraham so that you would be 
blessed through his offspring, Jesus. He lived a perfect life, died in the 
place of imperfect people, and rose again to be praised by all who believe. 
All we must do is lay hold of Jesus by faith. Secondly, knowing that God 
fulfiflls his mission through sinful people is a great encouragement for 
us because we are people who are oten hopelessly sinful. The Church, 
made up of sinful people, is the means that God has chosen to proclaim 
His message to the nations that Jesus is their hope. If we had to be perfect 
before we proclaimed the message of Jesus, then nobody would become 
a Christian. God sinlessly uses our sinfulness to sovereignly secure 
salvation for other people. This Advent season let’s marvel at the work 
of God in securing our salvation in the person of Jesus Christ.

Genesis 38:27-30; Ruth 4:18-22; Matthew 1

An Imperfect Line

DECEMBER 9

When we think of a king, we always think of a throne. Those two are 
inseparable to us. We see this all throughout cinema and fiflmmaking, 
novels and stories, clichés and jokes, even in songs and music, and 
throughout all of pop-culture. These things always go together in our 
minds. The office of kingship is designed for a sole authority to reign over 
a people and to govern them with wisdom, justice, and kindness. Any 
king who rules with ignorance, corruption, or brutality lives in history 
books as one to be pitied. 

Rarely would you hear a tale of a king dying for his people, though 
valiant as that would be. Never, do you hear of a king willingly dying 
for people who have sinned against him. And more so, you never hear 
of a people hating a king who would be so gracious as to die for those 
who are completely and utterly wretched. When Christ went to cross, He 
endured both shaming from men and the physical pain of his wounds. He 
did so for this simple reason: “for the joy set before”. That joy that Christ 
died was His glory and the salvation of men. 

Because of Christ’s victory over the grave, many may be accounted 
righteous (Is. 53:11). The deepest beauty of the joy that was awaiting 
Christ, is that He is seated at the right hand of God. There is no better 
king and He will reign perfectly and justly and will treat His people with 
kindness. None can stay His hand, or say to Him “What have you done?” 
(Dan. 4:35). None can give Him any counsel He should need (Is. 40:14). 
Nor give Him a git that He does not already own (Job 41:11). He makes 
the sunrise and sunset shout for joy (Ps. 65:8). He cares deeply for the 
oppressed and needy, for their blood is precious in his sight (Ps. 72:12-14). 
Kings will shut their mouths in awe because of him (Is.52:15). It is by his 
wounds, that we are healed (1 Pt. 2:24). Every knee will bow before Him 
and every tongue confess will His Lordship (Phil. 2:11-12). His throne is 
forever and ever (Heb. 1:8).

Jesus Christ will be seated on His throne for all eternities past and all the 
eternities to come. May His name be praised forever. Amen.

Hebrews 12:2

The Throne



They expected a mighty warrior but Christ 
came as a suffering servant.



DECEMBER 13

Historically, this passage is about the Syro-Ephraimite War that took place in the 
8th century BC, when Assyria was a great regional power. The smaller nations 
of Syria and the northern Kingdom of Israel—also called Ephraim—formed a 
coalition in defense against the oncoming threat of the Assyrian army which 
was rapidly approaching. So in Isaiah 9:1-7 the prophet attempts to convince 
the people that—although they were about to be squashed—their God could be 
trusted to fulfifll his promises of a glorious kingdom and a new righteous ruler 
who would usher in the dawn of a new day. These words were a strong statement 
of God’s great salvation of his people! Darkness and defeat would come fifrst, but 
light and victory ultimately would win the day.

Prophetically, this text is about the gospel—the good news of God’s salvation 
for all people. Luke’s account of the Christmas story identififes Jesus as the ruler 
who would bring this salvation. An angel told Mary that she would have a baby 
who would be “great…called the Son of the Most High…God will give to him 
the throne of his father David…of his kingdom there will be no end…[he] will 
be called holy—the Son of God” (Lk. 1:32-35). Regarding that baby, an angel told 
the shepherds, “I bring you good news of a great joy…and on earth peace” (Lk. 
2:10-14). Similar themes are found in all the gospel accounts of Jesus’ birth. And 
Matthew even quotes Isaiah 9:1-2 at the outset of Jesus’ public ministry, saying 
he withdrew to Galilee “so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be 
fulfiflled” (Mt. 4:14). The gospel writers clearly understood the coming of Jesus 
Christ to fulfifll Isaiah 9:1-7. So we should as well.

So, on this side of the cross, we understand this text to speak about Jesus and the 
good news of his salvation! Further, the authority on which this text speaks of 
the gospel is the authority of the God of the universe as noted at the end of 9:7: 
“The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” We can take this to the bank and build 
our lives, families, churches and communities on it. When we look through the 
historical lens and the prophetic lens of Isaiah 9:1-7, we read exactly what God 
says to us about the promise of Christ’s coming. 

Isaiah 9:1-7

The Promise of His Coming

DECEMBER 12

Royal activity permeates the background of this account. The story opens with 
news that Herod the tetrarch arrested John the Baptist for publicly condemning 
the ruler’s infifdelity (Matt. 14:1-5). Additionally, the city of Capernaum resided 
in “the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali… beyond the Jordan.” Centuries 
earlier, a royal visitation occurred, when the Assyrian emperor Tiglath-Pileser III 
captured these lands fifrst as he began to conquer the Northern Kingdom of Israel 
(2 Kgs 15:29; Is. 9:1-2). The area was eventually resettled by liberated Israelites, 
and Capernaum to developed into a comfortable fifshing town. Regardless, both 
royal reminders leave much to be desired. Alongside the current injustice, 
selfifshness, violence, and corruption in our world’s political systems, we might 
wonder when the earth will see a just ruler who serves his people and promotes 
peace.
But a royal visitation of another kind occurs in Matthew’s gospel. Looking back 
to Is. 9:1-2, Matthew sees Jesus’ presence in Capernaum as prophetic fulfifllment 
that “Galilee of the Gentiles” would see a bright light dawn over their dark land. 
Capernaum still fell under the selfifsh governance of Herod, but even more its 
people were “dwelling in the region and shadow of death” (Matt. 4:16) under 
sin’s totalitarian regime. But this visiting king is evidence of God’s promised 
deliverance. “Repent,” Jesus preaches. God sends him to destroy the power of sin 
and death, “delivering us from the domain of darkness” and transferring us “to 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins” (Col. 1:13-14). But Matthew’s gospel also gives us hope in the face of 
present injustice, political strife, and selfifsh rulers. “The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Matt. 4:17). Jesus’ ministry in Capernaum fulfiflls the prophecy of Isaiah 
9:1-2. Therefore, we can trust that our ruler will surely return to accomplish 
verses 6-7, ending war, oppression, and the corrupt power-games of selfifsh 
rulers. At that time the true ruler will establish his throne on the earth, and “the 
government shall be upon his shoulder… of the increase of his government and 
of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore.”

Matthew 4:12-17; Isaiah 9:1-7

A Royal Visitation
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It seems odd to include a community lament in a devotional series 
about the hope of the Savior that came to earth. It seems odd that 
a savior has come, yet our world seems even more broken now 
than ever. But imagine a kingdom ruled by a man appointed by 
God. This man guided God’s people into an era of unprecedented 
prosperity and peace. This man’s son built a glorious house of 
worship for the God who appointed him. 
Ater David and Solomon died, the kingdom divided and a series 
of wicked kings led the people into the worship of false gods. 
Injustice reigned over the earth, foreign powers constantly 
berated the people of God, and the people once under the peace 
of YHWH were carried into exile at the hands of brutal tyrants. 
Wouldn’t it be nice if there was a king from the line and likeness 
of David who would rule forever? 
This very King was promised in 2 Samuel 7, and the Psalmist 
(Ethan the Ezrahite), probably living in exile, remembers this 
promise. Psalm 89 is a community lament that begs God to give 
His people the promised king. Yet, this lament is not void of the 
praise of YHWH. The fact that YHWH even promises this king is 
reason enough for Ethan the Ezrahite to praise God. This is not a 
hopeless lament; it is a very hopeful lament because it hopes in 
the only God that can be faithful to such a large promise.
During this season of hope because of the promise that God 
has fulfiflled in Christ Jesus, we can still lament together when 
we see the brokenness in the world. It is this very sorrow that 
drives us to further hope in God, and we know we can hope in 
God because He has given us Christ. Christ is the reason that 
we can be “sorrowful, yet always rejoicing” (2 Corinthians 6:9). 
Christians are the only people on earth that has a hope that looks 
both backward and forward.
We can ask with the Psalmist, “Lord, where is your steadfast love 
of old,which by your faithfulness you swore to David?” At the 
same time we say with the Psalmist: Blessed be the LORD forever!
Amen and Amen.

Psalm 89:1-4; 49-52

A Hopeful Lament
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This last week Kam preached from 2 Samuel 7, a promise to 
David for a successor whose kingship will be established forever. 
Isaiah prophesied during a tumultuous period of Israelite history. 
The kingdom was divided, foreign powers reigned in the land 
promised to Abraham, and the people did not trust or hope in the 
God who had brought them out of slavery centuries before.

But Isaiah remembered the promise made to David. He reminds 
Israel of what God has promised to his people: a king whose 
throne will be established forever. This will be no ordinary king; it 
will be a king fiflled with the Spirit of YHWH. It will be a king who 
will not “judge by what he sees,” but he will judge with equity, 
not allowing injustice to go unnoticed. He will not be corrupted 
to judge the rich more favorably than the poor; he will not be 
overpowered to do anything that he does not want to do. He will 
do what Israel has been unable to do: worship God totally devoid 
of sin:
“Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.” (Isaiah 11:5)

This shoot of Jesse will bring hope to a world that seems 
hopeless. Do you worry about taxes? Do you get anxious over 
foreign relations and the rulers of our world? Do you agonize 
over injustice in the world? Are you broken over the defifcit of 
the worship of YHWH? These were all true nearly 3,000 years 
ago, and Isaiah is writing this to give you hope: The shoot of 
Jesse, Christ Jesus, full of the Spirit, has given us the hope of 
reconciliation to God. The King who was fiflled with the Spirit has 
given us this very Spirit, that we might be one with the Father and 
Son this very day, worshipping YHWH and seeking justice in a 
broken world that will one day be made new.

Isaiah 11:1-10

No Ordinary King
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The promise of Christ’s coming in Isaiah 9 brought light into darkness 
(Is. 9:1-2). 9:1 serves as a transition that moves the reader from writhing 
in the darkness and distress of 8:22 to looking forward to the light and 
hope of the new era in 9:2–7. There’s a contrest between gloom and glory, 
between darkness and light. Back in 8:22, we read about: “distress…
darkness…gloom…anguish…contempt…deep darkness.” Things are 
looking rather bleak. However, Isaiah said that’s what characterized 
the people’s “former time.” Their “latter time he has made glorious” 
because… they “have seen a great light”! The original Hebrew language 
even suggests that the darkness and distress are temporary, but the light 
and glory will be forever. 
Enter the gospel. Our lives once were characterized by the bleakness of 
danger, fear, hopelessness, and longing with no help in sight, but now 
God has permanently changed us into the very opposite. 
“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali” was a region God 
originally gave to these two tribes and the tribe of Asher during the 
conquest. But contrary to his command, Zebulun and Naphtali failed to 
expel all the Canaanites from their territories. What ensued was mixed 
marriages and inevitable pagan influence. The same thing happens in any 
expression of community without godly influence, whether it be nations, 
states, neighborhoods, or families. But, when God comes to the rescue 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ, a community can and will be drastically 
changed. The light of the gospel transforms gloomy places into glorious 
places.
“The land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations” was associated 
with heathens outside of God’s covenant people. This was partly due to 
a famous trade route known as “the way of the sea,” which went from 
Damascus through Galilee to the Mediterranean and then down to Egypt. 
Galilean Jews regularly associated with Gentiles who travelled the route, 
contributing to their bad reputation among other Jews who frequently 
referred to them with disdain (see Jn. 1:46; 7:41,52; Acts 2:7). This still 
happens today. We’re born with a sin nature, and that propensity is fed 
by multiple godless influences. But, when God comes to the rescue with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, we’re radically changed—regardless of how 
deep the sinful influence. The light of the gospel transforms gloomy 
people into glorious people.

Isaiah 9:1-2

Light into Darkness
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The Old Testament prophecies declared the promise of a Messianic King, but the 
king they hailed was unlike any the world had ever seen before. The defifnition 
of a king is one who is supreme, preeminent, the most important, the chief 
authority, one who rules those below him. But our Messianic King is described 
as having “no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we 
should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:2-3) and as coming “righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). How do we reconcile these 
contrasting attributes? How can a king be powerful and lowly? Preeminent and 
despised? Supreme and rejected?
 This glaring juxtaposition between majesty and lowliness paints a picture of 
a King that is unlike any other. He is not only a King, but He is also God. Lord 
over all the heavens and the earth. Eternally existing, full in authority, glorious 
in majesty, wonderful in power. And it is this same King, this God, who also 
chose to be made lowest. And not just low to live outside of heaven, but low 
to be mocked, ridiculed, despised, scorned, rejected, and hung on a cross. The 
Messianic King assumed a position completely contrary to His title. And the 
most beautiful thing is that He didn’t condescend to this low position for His 
own benefift. Because the truth is that this status of hated, scorned, belittled, 
mocked, shamed – this status was meant to be ours. Our hardness of heart and 
our deadness in our sin has made us worthy only of that position. But instead 
He condescended to that degree of lowliness because that is how He exalted us 
and gave us life.
The truth is that the prophesied Messiah is above all else a Servant-King. During 
His life on earth He turned the world’s defifnition of kings and kingdoms on its 
head. He taught that it was better to be humbled than to be exalted, better to be 
made low than to be glorififed, better to serve than to be served (Matthew 23:11-
12). And for us, seeing Jesus as this Servant-King frees us to joyfully be humble. 
To freely serve. To gladly submit. To peacefully be made low. Because here we 
can remember the privilege of identifying with Christ in his sufferings (1 Peter 
4:13) and we can rejoice in the eternal honor that awaits. As we celebrate Advent 
we can look forward in the confifdence that the Christ who came two thousand 
years ago as a Servant will return as a King, of whom it will be sung “the kingdom 
of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will 
reign for ever and ever.” Rest in this glorious promised hope.

Isaiah 53

The Servant King



The Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory. 
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Did we mention that Advent is a time of expectation? Well, it 
defifnitely is, and Psalm 13 is an excellent example of what we 
mean by the term. Here, the psalmist asks a question many of us 
have asked before and ask now in this Advent season: “How long, 
oh Lord?”
The prayer is desperate, prayed by someone who feels forgotten 
by God. The psalmist speaks in the midst of God’s silence, and 
there is great heartache. This may sound familiar to many of us. 
In the face of great suffering and grief, where is God? Where is 
God in the violence we see on the news? Where is God in the face 
of overwhelming systemic injustice and racism? Where is God 
in the death of our loved ones? Where is God in our crippling 
depression or anxiety? How long will such enemies “be exalted” 
over us? Will our Lord “consider and answer” us? This psalm 
gives us permission to ask these hard questions.
This psalm also models a truth of great importance: longing and 
worship are not mutually exclusive for Christians. This is what 
Advent is all about. We worship God in the midst of our longings 
and expectations while remembering all that he has done for us. 
Though God seems silent now, has he always been? Of course 
not! Remember his steadfast love! Remember the love in which 
he gave his only Son (John 3:16) who died for sinners (Rom 5:8) 
and the love through which we are now his children, partakers 
in his promised inheritance (1 John 3:1, Rom 8:16-17). The God 
who is Love gave that love by giving himself to us in Jesus Christ 
through the Holy Spirit. God is not silent, though now it seems 
so. He speaks to us today through the Word and bread and wine. 
Take heart, for one day he will speak again saying, “Behold, I 
make all things new.” Until that time, remember his love, take 
hold of it for dear life, and worship.

Psalm 13

Expectation
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This verse comes right ater Jesus explains that he speaks in 
parables because the wicked generation does not have eyes to 
see or ears to hear. But, the disciples are blessed because they 
have heard what many righteous men and prophets of old longed 
to hear, and they have seen what many longed to see! We stand 
on this side of Christ’s death and resurrection. Through his word 
and church we both hear and see the gospel, the good news, of 
Christ. But do we cherish this? Do we drink deeply of Christ 
revealing himself through his word? Do we cherish the works 
and fellowship of his bride the church? Or are we more oten 
blind and deaf? We are the blessed ones that scripture spoke 
of. We know that Christ has died, Christ has risen and Christ is 
coming again. 

The prophets longed and ached and deeply desired to see what we 
have seen, because they knew the invaluable richness of Christ 
Jesus! As we are only days away from celebrating Christ’s birth, 
have you rejoiced and reveled in the blessing of Emmanuel? Are 
you cherishing what they longed for? We live in the already but 
not yet. The one who would tread on the serpent has come, but he 
is coming again. Sin and death have been defeated but they have 
not yet been put away. Let us also long this advent for the return 
of the Messiah! For on that day every tear will be wiped away! 
Let us rejoice in the promise of the manger.

Matthew 13:17

They Longed to Look!
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Revelation 12 and Matthew 2 reveal that the political and spiritual realm 
were tumultuous and violent surrounding the birth of our Lord and 
Savior. Spiritually, John reveals that our Enemy, Satan, stood ready to 
devour Jesus as soon as he was born. He manifested this self-defense 
politically in Herod the Great, who set into motion a conspiracy and 
isolated male infanticide. But for what reason did these powers stand 
ready to enact violence against this child?
For both, the motivation was to preserve their own kingdoms. Herod 
and the political powers of Jerusalem were “troubled” by the news that 
“the King of the Jews” had been born outside of the royal household, 
because this child would “rule all the nations with a rod of iron” (Rev. 
12:5). Satan knew that all the redemptive purposes of God would fifnd 
their end and beginning in that manger, because Mary’s child, Eve’s 
promised seed, would shed his blood to conquer the dragon and crush 
the serpent’s head (Rev. 12:10-11; Gen. 3:15). So, Satan arrayed all the 
political forces of Judah (Matt. 2:3-4,16) and his legions of angels (Rev. 
12:3,7) to undo the birth of God’s chosen Messiah and beloved Son. But 
he was unable to prevent what God has set into motion. The very birth 
of Jesus spelled defeat for our Enemy. Looking to that fifrst Christmas, 
we can sing with all of heaven, “Now the salvation and the power, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ have come, for 
the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down” (Rev. 12:10). It is a 
wonderful and praiseworthy fact that such a victory is initiated in the 
humblest manner, with a displaced baby in a used feed trough in the 
barn of an over-crowded inn. And such humility, despite all appearances, 
means judgment on those who exalt themselves against God’s purposes. 
As Bonhoeffer writes,

Matthew 2; Revelation 12

The King in a Manger
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“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and 
have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—the 
life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it, and 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and 
was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we 
proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with 
us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may 
be complete.”
We teach, preach, and live Christ crucififed but how oten do we 
fail to remember the gravity of this Truth? How oten do we fail to 
remember that it isn’t just words that we formed into a sentence 
but the apostles, here, had a living, breathing, active relationship 
with Jesus? They heard wisdom flowing from the mouth of the 
Son of the God. With their own eyes, they witnessed the majestic 
simplicity of His life, the horrififc rebellion that led to his death, 
and the beautiful authority in which He was resurrected to sit at 
the right hand of God. (Hebrews 8:1)
For those who repent, believe, and walk in freedom in Christ, you 
have something better than the authority of the apostles. Praise 
be to God for their authority but you have confifdence in the Spirit 
of the relationship between God and Jesus. There is confifdence in 
the concrete reality of Jesus Christ for those who look upon the 
depth of their sin and know that Christ is better. (John 16:7)
There’s this reminder that, all too oten, I struggle to remember. 
My actions and interactions exist (imperfectly) not for any reason 
other than reflecting the grace made known in Jesus. Oh, that we 
would plead with God to protect us from desiring anything less. 
God made Himself known to those He called so that we would 
proclaim Him so that others would fellowship with us….and if 
with us, then with the Father and His Son. Don’t let the depth 
of this escape you but instead allow the Truth of the Gospel to 
penetrate the deepest parts of your rebellion and doubt.

1 John 1:1-4

Life was Made Manifest

No powerful person dares to approach the manger, and this even 
includes King Herod. For this is where thrones shake, the mighty 
fall, the prominent perish, because God is with the lowly… Before 
Mary, the maid, before the manger of Christ, before God in lowliness, 
the powerful come to naught; they have no right, no hope; they are 
judged. (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God is in the Manger)
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“And the word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, 
‘This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes ater me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’’) For from his fullness we have all 
received grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him 
known.”

The Son became human without ceasing to be God. Don’t miss 
this: The Son’s identity as God did not (and does not) change. 
(Isaiah 7:14. Matthew 1:23) The grace of God is made known 
because of the pre-existing glory of God through the truth of who 
Christ is and that He came to dwell among us. If we miss this 
truth, we miss everything. 
Grace can be defifned as:
Of the merciful kindness by which God, exerting his holy influence 
upon souls, turns them to Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases 
them in Christian faith, knowledge, affection, and kindles them to 
the exercise of Christian virtues. 

Apart from the grace of Christ, we cannot rest confifdent in the 
glory of God. Apart from the glory of God, how would we receive 
the grace of Christ? God, exerting his holy, perfect, and loving 
influence upon souls, turns them to Christ, keeps, strengthens, 
and increases them in grace. Surrender to grace. Let Him who 
keeps and strengthens you in faith wash you anew every day. 

And she gave birth to her fifrstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
All of us, at some point in life, have been in eager expectation of 
a message. This may have been a call from a loved one assuring 
us that he or she has arrived home safely, a letter of acceptance 
to college, or a reply from an employer that you were the one 
who had received the only open position. We all have waited 
eagerly for news. Imagine, instead of waiting a few days or 
hours for this important message, that we had to wait 400 years 
for news to come. This was the reality of the Jewish people at 
the beginning of the gospels. For 400 long years, they had been 
expecting a Messiah to come. This Messiah would deliver them 
from oppressive powers and rule forever with charity. Of course, 
there had been people who started revolts claiming to be the 
Messiah but they all turned out to be empty promises. Unlike 
the expectation of the Jews, the true Messiah did not come in a 
military procession nor did he rule by the established political 
powers. Instead, the promised Messiah came in the form of a 
baby wrapped in cloths lying in a manger. 
I imagine that God oten fifnds humor in our expectations. The 
Kingdom of God is a kingdom of expectation reversals. The fifrst 
will be last and the last shall be fifrst and the one who is the least 
is the greatest. The biggest expectation reversal is that we do not 
have to work our way up to God but He came down to us. The 
scandal of the Gospel is that the God of the universe came to 
earth not to be served but to serve (Matthew 20:28). Jesus, who 
was equal with God, lowered himself and was obedient to God 
even to his death on the cross (Philippians 2:5-11). Jesus loved 
you enough to leave the Father, come in the lowly form of a baby, 
live a meager life, and die the death of a criminal. He did all this 
so that you would be reconciled to the Father. This Advent let’s 
praise Jesus for his incredible sacrififce and live as he did, giving 
up our lives that others might benefift.

John 1:14-18Luke 2

Grace UnendingGod Came Down
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