


I n our English Bible, the prophecy of Malachi falls at the end of the Old 

Testament, and in the Hebrew Bible, it concludes the Book of the Twelve, 

the collection of the Minor Prophets from Hosea to Malachi. Both 

arrangements reflect the fact that Malachi is widely recognized as one of the 

latest books of the Bible and the last prophetic word recorded for the people of 

Israel.

The people of Israel are back in the land of Judah and its capital city 

of Jerusalem. As Jeremiah and Habakkuk prophesied to the people of Israel 

(Jeremiah 25; Habakkuk 1:5-11), Babylon laid waste to the capital city, tore 

down its walls, destroyed the temple, and carried off Jerusalem’s inhabitants 

into captivity and exile (2 Kings 25). However, the prophecy of Habakkuk 

2 also came true, for the military alliance between the Medes and Persians 

eventually assassinated the Chaldean king, captured the capital city of Babylon, 

and brought all of that kingdom’s territories under the rule of the rising Medo-

Persian empire (Daniel 5:30-31). Through this new power, God fulfilled his 

promise to return his repentant people to their land (Jeremiah 29:10-14). In 

538 BCE, the Persian king Cyrus issued a decree allowing the exiled Israelites 

to return to Jerusalem and the land of Judah, rebuild their temple, and fortify 

their city under the oversight of the king’s appointed governor (2 Chron. 

36:22-23; Ezra 1:2-4). So began the period of Israel’s restoration. A group 

of Judeans, Benjamites, Levites, and other descendants of Jacob returned to 

the land and worked to rebuild the temple (Ezra 1:5-6; 3:1-13). During that 

time, Ezra the Scribe helped to reconstitute covenantal worship of Yahweh 

as prescribed in the Law and probably compiled much of the Old Testament 

Prophets and Writings into a form similar to what we have today. And with 

special permission, Nehemiah returned to oversee the refortification of the 

city and establish a just system of governance and oversight within the nation 

(Nehemiah 2-6).

Malachi’s prophecy suggests a context that fits with this timeframe, 

indicating the presence of a rebuilt temple (1:10), an active sacrificial system 

(1:7-8), a functioning priesthood (2:1-8), an Israelite society (2:14-15), and 

agricultural as well as economic activity (1:14; 3:6-11). However, as we see 
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in Malachi 1:8, all of this takes place under the authority of a foreign power 

who exercises dominion through its approved governor. Therefore, we can 

conclude that Malachi takes place during the reign of the Persian empire 

(539-332 BCE), probably during or after the time of Nehemiah and Ezra in 

the middle 400s BCE. Commentators point to common problems addressed 

in the ministries of Malachi, Ezra, and Nehemiah, including: “corruption of 

the priesthood (Neh. 13:4-9, 29-31; Mal. 1:6-2:9), marriage to idolaters (Ezra 

9-10; Neh. 10:30; 13:1-3, 23-27; Mal. 2:10-12), abuse of the disadvantaged 

(Neh. 5:1-13; Mal. 3:5), and failure to pay tithes (Neh. 10:32-39; 13:10-13; 

Mal. 3:8-10)” (ESV Study Bible). As such, Malachi certainly prophesies during 

the time after the walls are completed and the temple opens (Nehemiah 12), 

but possibly before Nehemiah returns to institute drastic reforms that deal with 

corruption in the priesthood, Levitical order, and temple service (Nehemiah 

13).

Despite the fact that the people have much to be thankful for and that 

many of God’s promises for restoration have been fulfilled, this time is still 

quite troubled. It seems as if human sin and disobedience to God’s law 

permeate every Israelite institution, and the people are experiencing a spiritual 

depression. Sacrifices offered come from the worst of the flock (1:7-14; 2:3), 

and it seems as if the giving of tithes and offerings has all but ceased (3:8-9). 

These failures would have a particularly harmful impact on the priests, the 

Levites, and the poor, for they would have depended on the sacrifices and 

offerings for daily sustenance. 

However, the fault does not just lie with the people. In fact, much of 

Malachi’s prophecy is aimed primarily at the religious leaders themselves. 

Through Malachi, God declares “the lips of the priest should guard knowledge, 

and people should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of 

the LORD of hosts” (2:7). When spiritual leaders fear God, teach his truth, 

and walk according to his will, they will “turn many away from iniquity” (2:5-

6). Their faithfulness to the covenant God has made with them has a direct 

impact on the covenant community they are called to lead and serve. And 

when they are performing as expected, they hold the nation accountable to 

God’s Law. It was forbidden to offer any diseased, frail, injured, or deformed 

animal on the altar (Leviticus 1:3), so God condemns the priesthood for 

accepting and offering blind, sick, lame, or blemished sacrifices (1:8, 12, 14). 

Furthermore, he rebukes them and promises discipline for showing partiality 

in instruction (2:9), allowing marriages that compromise people’s faithfulness 

to Yahweh (2:11), and engaging in and promoting divorce (2:14-16). As they 

fall short of God’s expectations, so do the people. The result is dramatic, for the 

sin that runs rampant in Israel includes sorcery, adultery, swearing falsely, and 

oppression of the poor, laborers, the marginalized, and foreign refugees (3:5).

All of this disobedience stems from the fact that the people question 

God’s love (1:2). And in some ways, they may have valid reasons for turning 

to God. Despite the promises of restoration, abundance, and political 

independence found in passages like Isaiah 65, Jeremiah 33, and Ezekiel 37, 

the land is far from a paradise. No Davidic Messiah sits on the throne, foreign 

nations still dominate the people, sin and injustice persist, and the land is 

suffering from famine and devouring pests (3:11). And while the temple is 

rebuilt, the manifest glory of God never returns to the Holy of Holies, and 

it pales in comparison to the beauty of the one Solomon constructed (Ezra 

3:12). However, God makes it clear that obedience is not a circumstantial 

commitment. God has been faithful to Israel, never forsaking them despite 

their continued faithlessness. After imposing purifying discipline, he brings 

them back to the land in grace and mercy. And, lest they forget, the covenants 

made with Israel and the priests followed God’s redeeming activity in bringing 

his people out of slavery in Egypt, and further still, his commitment to Israel 

was an unmerited act of his free love for Jacob (1:3).

Circumstances have caused the people to forget God’s love, and they no 

longer honor, fear, glorify, or obey their Father, master, Savior, and Lord (1:6). 

Instead, they are going through the motions with half-hearted obedience and 

empty ritual. They have forgotten that God has covenantally bound himself to 

his people, and that his past faithfulness indicates his continued commitment 

to his people and his purposes for them. They need to remember the reality of 

God’s love, but the failure of the spiritual leadership indicates that this problem 



is not simply an intellectual one. The priests and Levites would have known 

the Law and the history of God’s redemption better than anyone. This shows 

that faithfulness is primarily a matter of the heart, and every man and woman 

needs God’s special intervention to have the heart change that produces faith 

in, love for, and obedience to God. The solution then is a divine encounter that 

produces remembrance.

God’s intervention comes in a few forms, but it occurs first in the 

ministry of his messenger. Malachi (which in Hebrew means, “my messenger”) 

brings a word from the LORD to prepare the people for God’s coming. He 

is the instrument through which God reveals his people’s sin, invites them 

to remember his love, and calls for their repentance. Those who humble 

themselves respond with reverence and obedience, and God grants them 

mercy as his “treasured possession” (3:16-18). But Malachi’s ministry is one 

of preparation (3:1). The cleansing work must be done by God alone, and it 

is his own coming to visit his temple that will bring about the purifying and 

refining work of sanctification that no spiritual leader can manufacture (3:1-4). 

However, this promised restoration is only partially fulfilled by God’s work 

among Malachi’s contemporaries. The conclusion of Malachi’s prophecy looks 

forward to “the great and awesome day of the LORD” which will be heralded 

by a future prophet after the pattern of Elijah (4:5). Jesus and the writers of the 

Gospels identify the fulfillment of this prophecy in the ministry of John the 

Baptist (Mark 1:2-4; Luke 7:26-27; Matthew 11:14), whose call for repentance 

prepares the people of Israel to receive both their promised Messiah and their 

coming LORD in the person of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Son of God. 

As John the Baptist proclaims, Jesus is “the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world” (John 1:29). Because of Christ’s new and ultimate act of 

love, redemption, and salvation, Jesus’s gift of the Holy Spirit will perform 

the inward work that enables his kingdom of priests to live in a repentant and 

obedient relationship with their heavenly Father (John 16:8-15). Because of 

the spiritual reconciliation available in Jesus, God’s future and final coming will 

not be one of judgment alone (4:1), but the dawn of eternal peace when “the 

sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings” (4:2).





A s we read the book of Malachi, we see a handful of “how have you” 

or “how have we” questions from Israel. While most of the subse-

quent responses are rebukes, the first response is a glorious answer 

to the question “How have you loved us?” (1:1). The question posed often rests 

at the center of all our unbelief and disobedience towards God and His Word. 

When we don’t see how the Lord has loved us, we are tempted to keep running 

to our fleeting pleasures to satisfy a longing that they cannot. 

At the beginning of Malachi, God’s people have returned from exile to 

their land and have rebuilt the temple. You would expect everything to be 

good, right? Well, the people of God have heard Jeremiah speak about a new 

and better covenant (Jeremiah. 31). Ezekiel’s picture of the temple was a lot 

different than what their eyes were seeing here (Ezekiel 47). The current situa-

tion had them wondering “How has God loved us?” Does this sound familiar? 

You may be in the middle of a season where nothing seems to be going right. 

Your family, friends, coworkers, and anyone else in your life have let you down. 

Your grades, job, and status seem to leave you unfulfilled, no matter how 

“good” these things are going. Thankfully, we have the Word of God to redirect 

our minds and help us remember how He has loved us. 

The Lord answers by contrasting Israel, the descendants of Jacob, and 

Edom, the descendants of Esau. The Israelites are quickly told of the judgment 

that they deserve but have not received. Jacob and Esau were brothers. There 

were no ethnic advantages to earn God’s salvation, nor would works earn 

favor. We see this expounded upon as we venture to Romans 9. Regarding 
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the descendants of Abraham, Paul tells us, “It is not the children of the flesh 

who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as 

offspring” (Romans 9:8). A couple of verses later, Paul writes of the birth of 

Jacob and Esau, stating “though they were not yet born and had done nothing 

either good or bad - in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, 

not because of works but because of him who calls” (Romans 9:11).

This is as true for us today as it was in the days of Malachi. God in Christ 

gives a free offer of grace no matter our ethnicity or our sin-riddled past. If we 

are in Christ, when our mind wonders “How has God loved us?” we should 

look no further than the cross. This is the place where love and justice perfectly 

meet and are displayed. We can see justice that should only be reserved for us 

as sinners instead laid on the One who knew no sin (2 Corinthians 5:21). He 

stood in our place, so that we can enjoy Him forever. Just as was the case for 

Israel, we must direct our eyes to the saving purposes of God and His uncondi-

tional love for His people.

So how should we respond to this news? We should instantly drink of the 

water of life that is offered without price (Revelation 22:17). All we must do 

is take hold of Christ. There is nothing His grace cannot overcome. This truth 

should also humble us. We deserve death and were given abundant life! In light 

of this truth, we should feel the urgency of taking this news to our neighbors. 

As we see of Paul again in Romans 9, he feels “unceasing anguish” and wishes 

he himself were cut off from Christ for the sake of his brothers (Romans 9:2). 

When we see our neighbors trusting in the things of this world, we should 

be deeply affected if we actually believe the truths of Scripture. If not for the 

grace and unmerited love of God (which Malachi says the descendants of Jacob 

enjoy), it could be us. Brothers and sisters, may we trust Christ today and live 

in light of that in our city. God is faithful.





A s we study the minor prophets like Malachi, we find devastation 

written all over these “minor” books, but the theme is redemption. 

In the first few verses of Malachi 1, the Lord made it very clear that 

if Edom tried to rebuild then He would tear it back down. In the latter half of 

Malachi 1, God seeks to renew his redeemed people, but He does not withhold 

rebuke. What if you stole a DVD player or had a tacky hand-me-down Christ-

mas sweater that was fraying at the edges, and gave it to a friend for Christmas? 

They would be hurt, and our relationship would suffer. What if the money 

you used to pay taxes was stolen? You would probably be arrested and suffer 

additional legal penalties. The degree to which we are punished is reflective of 

the status of the one we have disobeyed. How much more will we be rebuked 

or disciplined for offering God something that is tainted (1:8)

God demands all you have (Mark 12:29-30), which, unlike idols, is 

ultimately for our good. Sin and personal idols demand things from us, keep 

demanding more, but offer nothing (or at least nothing lasting) in return. After 

first giving us himself, God does demand all we have but He replenishes and 

sustains so that what we are able to give is beyond our own means. In this way, 

we recognize that He graciously provides for every need. 

Malachi 1 ends with these words, “Cursed be the cheat who has a male in 

his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished. For I 

am a great King, says the Lord of hosts, and my name will be feared among the 

nations” (1:14). It’s not wrong to fear God. His character and position as Mas-

ter demand fear. Fear that is rightly placed motivates joyful obedience. What is 
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it that you fear? What is that you love? If you didn’t answer both questions the 

same way, does the source of your fear or the source of your love motivate you 

more? What needs to change so that the source of your fear, security, and love 

is united in Jesus? 

If the source of your fear and the source of your love is securely rooted in 

Jesus, would others know by the way you live? Are you slow to anger? Quick 

to listen? Slow to speak? Abounding in love? Are you humble? Gracious? Kind? 

Forbearing? Patient? Do you give out of an abundance, trusting the Lord to 

provide what you need for today? (James 1:19. Galatians 5:16-26).

On the other hand, we can also ask ourselves the counterpart questions to 

recognize deeply rooted sin in our own hearts. Are you quickly angered? Do 

you speak rashly? Does love become difficult when you have to sacrifice your 

own comfort? Are you arrogant? Slow to forgive? Impatient? Do you limit 

what you lay before the Lord because you are fearful of not having enough for 

tomorrow? 

God created man in, and for, community. In Genesis, Moses indicated 

that God made a helper for man (Genesis 2:18). This need for community is 

reflected in the laments of Israel in the Old Testament. Paul reveals his need 

for community in his pleas to his brothers to exhort one another in Romans 

12 and the way he describes his longing to be re-united with his brothers in 

the conclusion of Romans.  It is good to sit in the presence of other believers 

and we were intended to sharpen one another. Going before our brothers and 

sisters is not something to be fearful of but enables us to enjoy unity with each 

other and joy before the Lord as we are faced with our desperate need for His 

forgiveness. My plea to you is that you would rest in the confidence of Christ 

set before you-do not be afraid to let others speak into the intricacies of your 

life and do not be afraid to speak into the intricate details of those you are 

doing life with. Be emboldened by the gospel of grace in you and in others.



O ver and over again Malachi condemns half-hearted commitment 

and disobedience to the Lord’s commands while attempting to 

guide the people of God back to true devotion and true love for 

Yahweh. What we see in Malachi is a form of legalism – people going through 

the motions and abiding the law but not having the heart change – not acting 

out of love and devotion but out of fear.

In the first chapter of Malachi, the prophet has addressed the people’s 

shortcomings – their careless worship, their halfhearted devotion, and their 

fickle faith. But now he turns his focus to the priests and the ways they have 

fallen short in their devotion to Yahweh. In verse 2, Malachi writes “if you will 

not listen, if you will not take it to heart to give honor to My name, says the 

Lord of hosts, then I will send the curse upon you.” The Priests might have 

heard the Lord, but they did not take His commands to heart and submit 

themselves to His teachings. They held their own desires higher than their 

commitment to Yahweh. They did not make it their mission to give honor to 

His name, and the people followed in their leadership. 

Malachi writes that the “lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and men 

should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the Lord of 

hosts.” Malachi calls the priests to whole-hearted devotion to the Lord, and we 

must take this to heart as well. We must pray that our pastors and our church 

love the Word of God, listen to His teaching, and make it our chief ambition 

to ascribe honor to the name of God in all things. We can use the shortcom-
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ings of the priests as a warning and challenge to pursue full devotion and 

commitment to the Lord.

The beautiful truth seen in Malachi is that in every way Jesus is our better 

priest. In all the ways that these priests (and in all the ways that we ourselves) 

fall short, Jesus has acted perfectly. These priests offered half-hearted and 

imperfect sacrifices, but Jesus was the full and perfect sacrifice (cf. Hebrews 

7:23-28). These priests failed to teach and guide the people of God in this day, 

but Jesus taught perfectly and when his ministry on earth was completed he 

left each of His people with the Spirit and the Word to continue to teach and 

guide us (cf. John 14:25-26). Malachi 2 compels us to look to Jesus, the perfect 

priest and the perfect sacrifice.

God’s people in Malachi had lost sight of their love and commitment to 

God. On the surface, it seemed like they were living in obedience, but inside 

their affections were waning and their faith was failing. These failings and 

shortcomings are not common only to the people of Israel. In the church 

today, we also can tend towards mediocre devotion and halfhearted affection. 

But loving the Lord cannot be based on our fickle feelings. Instead it must be a 

daily choice to listen, to obey, and to make His glory the aim of our lives.





U nder the inspiration of the Spirit, Malachi calls out the faithlessness 

of the people of God. In his call to unify and reconcile them, he 

points out that they are children of the same father (2:10). That is, 

a solution to the rampant sinful conflict amongst the children of God is the 

reminder that we are all unified in the Kingdom.

Malachi informs the people of God that their sin against each other 

also dishonors the covenant that God had given their forefathers (2:10-11). 

Similarly, we cannot afford to dishonor or be “faithless against” our siblings or 

forebears in Christ!

The Prophet points out that there are those who have dishonored God by 

marrying people who are not descendants of Abraham and are also worship-

ping foreign gods. He prophesies that these people will suffer the full wrath 

of God and be disconnected from the promise God gave to their forefathers 

(2:16). Throughout the book of Malachi, we are constantly reminded of the 

fierce and convicting holiness of God. As children of God, we show that we are 

the Lord’s through our intentional pursuit of holiness. When we are in close or 

intimate relationships with people who willingly dishonor God, and show no 

regard for him or his instruction, we ourselves partake in their sin by associa-

tion (2:11-13).

Malachi 2:10-16 provides support to Paul’s instruction to the church in 

Corinth (2 Corinthians 6:14-18). Paul instructs the church to not fellowship 

with unbelievers in the same way they should relate to their brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  Who are those in your life that are providing you advice on 
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spiritual or ethical matters but do not have a personal relationship with the 

one true God? Is most of your leisure time spent with unbelieving company? If 

so, then you are more prone to being “unequally yoked” (2 Corinthians 6:14). 

God instructs us to begin restructuring our relationships in a way that reflects 

our commitment to his instruction and his people. This is not to say that 

we should all together withdraw from communing with unbelieving friends. 

However, it is to say that we should commune with them in a way in which 

does not endanger our own walk and commitment to Christ, and we do this 

by valuing time with The Body significantly more!

In verse 13, God calls out the men of Judah who have left their wives “of 

their youth.” In a poetic manner, God explains that the reason the men of Ju-

dah appear to experience no further blessing is because God is not happy with 

them.  As much as they have caused pain to the wives they have been called to 

love, they have also dishonored the marital vows they made before him. The 

specific form of relationship discussed in these verses is marriage, but God’s 

wisdom can affect and enrich all our other relationships. In verses 13-16, we 

can see that these men have failed to live up to their relational commitments, 

and commitment is lacking in their lives and actions. But they have forgotten 

that God often blesses those who fulfill their commitments and honor vows 

made before him, especially when it comes to the commitment of marriage.

In a society in which promises seem like they are “made to be broken”, 

the call on the life of the Christian is to represent a people who live as the 

antithesis of that assumption. We are to commit carefully and hold faithfully 

to fulfilling our vows once they are made. In Malachi 2:10-16, God reminds us 

of the importance of covenant keeping. Though He specifically is referring to 

the people of Judah, their relationship to him, and the institution of marriage, 

we can take principles of commitment found in this passage and apply it to 

all relationships that we as believers find ourselves in. Our lack of faithfulness 

to God will show itself in the way we relate to the people of God. What is the 

quality of your relationships in the Church? Let us all pray that the Lord will 

give us the grace to be people known not for faithlessness, but for our faithful-

ness to him and to one another.



C ombining the questions that Malachi addresses from chapter 1 and, 

here, in chapter 2:17, the arrogance of the Israelites is not much 

different than how we approach the Lord. It is like having a circular 

conversation with a young child that begins with the adult prompting the child 

to confess upsetting a sibling by poking their side. The child responds with, “I 

didn’t poke their tummy, I just pretended to” or “I didn’t poke their tummy, 

I tickled their knee”. It’s this slight changing of words to mask not caring for 

their sibling and disobeying their parents’ authority. It’s so difficult in those 

circumstances because you cannot discipline the child if you did not see it. 

However, God has more foresight and authority than your average person. 

How much more must such disobedience weary God!

Weariness is a state of being that we can most definitely understand. Wea-

riness is feeling or showing tiredness, fatigue, or a desire for something to end. 

Most of us understand this kind of weariness because we often find ourselves 

caught in a draining cycle of sameness! 

Malachi witnesses to the foresight of God in 3:2-4. “But who can endure 

the day of His coming, and who can stand when He appears? For He is like a 

refiner’s fire and like fuller’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 

and He will purify the sons of Levi, and refine them like gold and silver, and 

they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. Then the offering of 

Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as 

in former years.” Maybe you, like me, don’t know what fullers’ soap is, but 

fullers’ soap was used to clean and whiten clothes. I am guessing fullers’ soap 
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would have been difficult on the hands and difficult on the clothes. And, a 

refiner’s fire – a fire that purifies and burns off that which is not profitable – is 

obviously not an easy process. But, for the believer, this idea of fullers’ soap and 

refiner’s fire should bring great rest. It is not our hands that are becoming dry 

and cracked, or our bodies that are being broken to make a way for the refining 

of our soul, but it is our soul that is being made new in a way that began when 

Christ’s blood was shed and body was broken upon the Cross. There is no 

claim in Scripture that it will be easy, but we can trust that it will be good. On 

the opposite side of the spectrum, it will be eternally painful for those who 

do not lay down their pride at the Cross and repent of their sin, but instead 

respond to God’s Word with defensiveness and excuses. 

However, notice this in verse 3! Once Jesus comes, refines, and purifies the 

sons of Levi then they will present offerings before the Lord that are pleasing 

in His sight. The work of Jesus on the Cross comes first. Our offerings are only 

as good as the one who we believe they are being offered to. Our offerings are 

only as good as the depth of our gratitude for the redemption of our souls. 

Your soul was redeemed from the pit of despair (No sugar-coating: for those 

who believe, your soul was redeemed from Hell) What does it look like for 

you to rejoice in this reality and act obediently today? we can take principles of 

commitment found in this passage and apply it to all relationships that we as 

believers find ourselves in. Our lack of faithfulness to God will show itself in 

the way we relate to the people of God. What is the quality of your relation-

ships in the Church? Let us all pray that the Lord will give us the grace to be 

people known not for faithlessness, but for our faithfulness to him and to one 

another.





T he people in Malachi’s day are practicing all kinds of evil, they are 

living in rebellion against the Lord and he is promising judgement. 

But… the people will not be consumed (3:6). Why? Because the 

Lord is faithful to himself. He has set apart his chosen people for his purposes 

and that does not change (3:6). In Malachi’s time this must have provided a 

deep sigh of relief, as it should for us. We hope not in our obedience but in 

God’s faithfulness.Weariness is a state of being that we can most definitely 

understand. Weariness is feeling or showing tiredness, fatigue, or a desire for 

something to end. Most of us understand this kind of weariness because we 

often find ourselves caught in a draining cycle of sameness! 

However, sin has consequences. Malachi continues by indicting the people 

for robbing from God (3:8-9). They are not giving their mandatory offerings as 

they have promised, and what they are giving is poor quality (cf. 1:7-2:3). But 

according to the Law, their offerings provided for the priest as well as the poor 

and marginalized in society. Therefore, their disobedience had grave conse-

quences for their community. 

God tells them that they are missing the blessing the Lord desires to give 

them because they are not giving obediently. He even challenges them. “Test 

me,” he says “and I will bless you in ways that will draw the attention of all the 

nations. They will call you great if you are obedient in your giving” (3:10-12). 

We may ask why the people wouldn’t give. But, are we really so different? 

Malachi is addressing a nation that is governed by a foreign power, in the mid-

dle of a drought, and has little financial capital. The expected tithe was at least 

25% of their income, and for some up to 40%. The people probably assumed 
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they were being wise by not “over extending” themselves. If we are honest, we 

are tempted to do the same thing with our giving. Maybe we are tempted to 

tithe off only what we are using each month. Perhaps it is that we manage our 

finances so poorly we can’t give like we are being called to. Whatever the situa-

tion, most of us struggle to give as the Lord asks. Addressing financial giving is 

a touchy subject in the church because most Americans have too much of their 

identity entangled with their finances. I know this is true for myself. 

Why is this particular issue highlighted by Malachi when so many oth-

ers are not? Because faithful giving of your money, time and resources isn’t 

something you can fake. We can raise our hands, carry our Bible, say the catch 

phrase, and feign spiritual health. But, with not giving.  Many of the Israelites 

were going through the motions spiritually, but they couldn’t fake their giving. 

It was too costly. 

This side of the Cross, we have a very different relationship with the Lord 

than the Israelites Malachi is addressing. His promises for blessing are not pri-

marily material prosperity, but spiritual and eternal realities. We still receive a 

blessing when we give sacrificially and generously, because offering our finances 

to the Lord demands surrender. It calls for a reliance on the Lord’s provision 

instead of our own. This is a level of freedom and intimacy that I only live in 

at times. But when, by the Lord’s grace, I am able to surrender, there is greater 

intimacy and dependence on God that is life-giving. If you know you have not 

faithfully surrendered your money, time and resources to the Lord, begin today. 

Our worship is demonstrative, and giving is one of the clearest demonstrations 

of obedience. 

Maybe you tithe regularly and feel this does not apply to you. One of 

the most convicting parts of today’s text is that the people were blind to their 

offense. “How have we robbed you?” (3:8). This side of the Cross we are not 

called to give a certain percent, but to give all. Financial giving should be sac-

rificial. It should be costly. We must live open-handed lives. What part of your 

life have you not surrendered to the Lord? Where are you trusting in your own 

provision instead of the Lord’s? He is eager to bless you with more of himself as 

you depend more deeply on him.





D espite what we know to be true in our hearts, our present circum-

stances often cloud our views. We create expectations, and when 

they are unmet, we are susceptible to actions and questioning that 

ultimately reveal the true state of our hearts. The Israelites were no different. 

After returning to the land, there were many of God’s promises that had yet to 

be fulfilled. A Davidic king was not in power. There was great suffering, pov-

erty, plagues, and hardships. To say the least, their circumstances were far from 

what they had expected. 

Some, instead of remembering God’s consistent character and completion 

of past promises, spoke hard words against God (3:13). Furthermore, their 

hardened hearts questioned why “evildoers” were prospering and escaping 

unharmed, despite testing God (3:14). These individuals succumbed to temp-

tation, ultimately declaring that serving the Lord was worthless. Others, on 

the other hand, “feared the Lord” (3:16). God promised that their continued 

reverence - in contrast to the first group who shared the same difficult circum-

stances - was not in vain. Instead, they will be his “treasured possession” and 

will be spared, “as a man spares his son who serves him” (3:17). God promises 

that those who serve, obey, and fear him in all circumstances will be spared. 

But how, exactly, do we remain steadfast in serving God in such a broken 

world? By remembering. 

Malachi 3:14 says, “The Lord paid attention and heard them and a 

book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Lord 

and esteemed his name.” We are called, in all circumstances, to remember: 

To remember that God’s character does not change. To remember that God 

M A L A C H I  3 : 1 3 - 1 8

always fulfills his promises - if we haven’t seen it fulfilled yet, then God is still 

working. To remember that even in our suffering, in political dissonance, in 

life not going as we hope or expect, we can trust God’s character, promises, and 

ultimate will. 

Romans 8:28 reminds us, “And we know that for those who love God all 

things work together for good, for those who are called according to his pur-

pose.” Remaining confident in the Lord’s faithfulness and trusting God even 

in some of life’s most difficult trials ultimately revolves around remembering 

who God is and what he has done for us. And the ultimate reminder for both 

is the perfect sacrifice of Christ on the cross. As 21st-century believers, we have 

something the Israelites did not have - we can remember the work of the cross. 

We have Jesus’s sacrifice for our sins - sins that deserve eternal death - and we 

have him interceding on our behalf to the Father (Romans 8:34). The veil has 

been torn and we can live fully in his presence in this life! So when we face 

trials, we should remain faithful, obedient, and hopeful - resting in confidence 

of what is to come - even in the worst circumstances. 

This section concludes with a very powerful statement, “Then once more 

you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between 

one who serves God and one who does not serve him”(3:18) Those who believe 

in Jesus and obey his commandments know the outcome. “He will dwell with 

them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 

God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 

neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 

things have passed away” (Revelation 21:3-4). We are human and will therefore 

struggle with moments of lament, questioning, or doubt. The key is to remem-

ber God is big enough to handle our questions and concerns. Remember to 

run to God - he can handle our brokenness. 

Remember, God loves us and will work all things for his glory and his 

kingdom.





A ll of us at some point have been in eager expectation for a mes-

sage. Maybe this message was the call of a loved one assuring you 

they made it home safely, or a letter of acceptance to college, or 

perhaps a reply from an employer telling you that you’ve received the only 

open position. Imagine instead of waiting a few hours or days for this message, 

you had to wait for 400 years. This was the reality for the faithful remnant at 

the end of Malachi. The Jews had been delivered from Babylon and rebuilt a 

temple. The wicked, however, still reigned over them and a Davidic king had 

not been established to sit on the throne. Those who feared the name of the 

Lord were in eager expectation for “the great and awesome day of the LORD” 

to come (4:5). They knew on that day the wicked would face the judgement of 

God and the righteous would find freedom (4:1-3). With their eyes peeled, ears 

attentive, and hearts open, they longed for Elijah, the prophet of God, to bring 

this message of justice (4:5-6). 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his path” (Mark 1:2). These 

words, cried out by John the Baptist in the wilderness, shattered the 400 years 

of silence from God. John, like Elijah, came preaching a message of repentance. 

He desired for Israel to turn from their present wickedness to God. John’s mes-

sage ushered in the great and awesome day of the Lord. John’s ministry made 

a way for “the sun of righteousness” to descend from heaven to the grave and 

ascend once again to his throne (4:2). Jesus was the sun of righteousness. He 

came shining brightly, giving light and life to humanity (John 1; Luke 1:78-

79). He came so that those who fear the name of the Lord could find healing 

underneath his wings (Isaiah 53:5).
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Like our spiritual predecessors, we are living in a time of injustice and 

waiting. In particular, our society is unjust towards minorities, the poor, wom-

en, and the unborn. We wait for the time when our Messiah will come again 

to make right these injustices. As Christians, who have seen the fulfillment of 

Malachi’s prophecy in the persons of John and Jesus, we should take hope in 

our current situation. God has proven by John and Jesus that his word will 

come true unlike the empty words of men (1 Peter 1:24-25). Christ promised 

that he would return to make right the wrongs and redeem his treasured people 

(3:17).  As we look at the resurrection, we can have confidence as we wait, that 

Christ has risen, conquering sin and all its consequences.



F I N A L  P R A Y E R

H E AV E N LY  FAT H E R,

You have loved us with an everlasting love which began in Jesus Christ, 
the Slain and Risen Lamb, before the foundations of the world.

However, in our sin, we are quick to forget your perfect love which you 
displayed in the gift of your Son on the Cross of Calvary. 

In these moments, we fail in our commitment to you, holding back 
from you the offering of our treasure, time, and our very selves, giving you 
only that which is convenient to give.

Open our eyes to our present unfaithfulness, and forgive us for our 
weak and wavering affections, our half-hearted devotion, our empty acts of 
worship, and our fleeting obedience.

Help us to look to the Cross and see that in your coming, you gave us 
yourself in a covenant of life and peace which was ratified by the everlasting 
blood of your Son and sealed with the gift of your Holy Spirit.

As your kingdom of priests, we ask that you refine and purify us so that 
we may once again present ourselves to you as living sacrifices, pleasing in 
your sight and obedient to your will.

Let your Word be ever on our lips, and give us the strength to walk 
before you in peace and uprightness, so that through your continued work in 
our lives, many would turn away from iniquity and find salvation in Jesus 
Christ.

We thank you, LORD, for your faithful remembrance of us. And we 
ask that our words and thoughts bring glory to your name until your Son 
returns to gather your people, your treasured possession, into your presence 
forevermore.

Maranatha. Come, Lord Jesus.
      
      A M E N.
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