
Galatians



What is the gospel? From where did the gospel come? What does the 
gospel mean for the lives of those saved? The letter of the apostle Paul 
to the Galatians listens to and speaks of these questions, but the dialogue 
from Paul in this case is straightforward and direct. Paul writes out of a 
sense of agitation and frustration with what has taken place among the 
Galatians. After the apostle left the area, false teachers sprang up and 
visited these Galatian churches, “troubling” and “unsettling” them by 
forcing Mosaic measures of Judaism such as circumcision upon them (1:7; 
5:12; 6:12). 

Thus Paul’s letter will emphasize answers to the three questions above, so 
that he can rightly distinguish between the true gospel of Christ and the 
distorted gospel of these false teachers. Multiple times throughout this 
letter, Paul will use contrasts to clearly highlight and explain significant 
issues, such as the true gospel vs. a false gospel, God’s authority/approval 
vs. man’s authority/approval, freedom vs. legalism, or the fruit of the Spirit 
vs. the desires of the flesh. 

It is difficult to determine the exact date of this letter, but a time around 
A.D. 48 is realistic. The letter does not mention the Jerusalem council 
of Acts 15, which decided that Gentiles did not need to be circumcised, 
among other things. It is safe to assume that Paul would have used this 
argument in the letter if the council had already convened. The council 
met in A.D. 48-49, and Paul traveled through Galatia in A.D. 47-48. 
Thus the logical date is A.D. 48, when Paul wrote to the Christians living 
in the Roman province of Galatia in the south of Turkey whom he had met 
during his first missionary journey (Acts 13:1-14:28).

One of the first and primary claims of the apostle Paul in this letter is 
that his apostleship is “not from men nor through man, but through Jesus 
Christ and God the Father” (1:1). Paul’s apostolic authority is not from 
himself or any man but from God, and the gospel he proclaims is likewise 
not from any man but from God himself and his authority. This claim 
is crucial to understanding Paul’s argument in the letter — the gospel 
originated in the plan and purpose of God and his grace. 

We as believers are not believers because of man nor through man but 
because of God. He is the one who has willed our salvation, as the Lord 
Jesus Christ “gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present 
evil age” (1:4). There is no other source of true salvation, satisfaction, or 
security for us. He has made us his servants, freed from sin by his grace. 
Therefore we live not to please any man or woman but instead live to do 
the will and work of God, the author of the true gospel. With the gospel as 
our bedrock, we must deny and turn away from any message contrary to 
the truth of God and his salvation, no matter who tells it to us (1:8). God is 
the one who has chosen us, adopted us, and approved of us before anyone 
else could have their say of us. Thus we live as servants of the God of this 
gospel, and this concept will be featured through the rest of Galatians. 

Galatians 1:1-10



Galatians 1:11-24 comes on the backside of Paul writing 
to the Galatians about rejecting the gospel because of 
false prophets. Paul begins this section by writing that “the 
gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For 
I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I 
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:12).  Paul 
is referencing Acts 9, where Luke describes how Paul was 
approached by Jesus on the way to Damascus to persecute 
Christians (1:13). 

The way that Paul writes this part of the letter to the Galatians 
gives me pause to consider the simplicity and effects of the 
revelation of Jesus that Paul received. For most of us, when 
we think back on when we began to trust in Jesus, it probably 
started with someone sharing the gospel with us. This was not 
so with Paul, but there were people that aided him beyond 
this revelation. The men led him by the hand to Damascus, 
and, thanks to the Lord’s power, Ananias healed Paul’s vision. 
Throughout his entry into Damascus, Paul was continuously 
introduced to the gospel of Jesus. As far as we know, he never 
came into contact with false prophets during this time (1:16-17). 

This isn’t what most of us experience. We may have come 
into contact with false teachers who desire to confuse us, or 
we may have come into contact with some who have good 
intentions and genuinely believe what they are proclaiming. 
Even still, in the midst of those influences, there are real 
people who play pivotal roles in the way Jesus reveals himself 
to us. Because most of our conversion stories probably 
include both interactions with false teachers and loving people 

who shared the true gospel with us, there is always a chance 
that we are susceptible to the opinions of man rather than the 
revelation of Jesus. 

Before writing to the Galatians about Jesus’ revelation to Paul, 
he writes about the influence of the tradition of his fathers 
(1:13-14). His zealous desire for the traditions of Rabbis led 
him to advance quickly in Judaism and it played a role in his 
violent persecution of the Church. If you are reading this, 
the odds are pretty great that you aren’t responsible for the 
persecution of the Church, but it is worth considering what 
we are willing to do for the thing that has captivated our 
affections. 

However, because of God’s direct intervention in his life, Paul 
eventually confessed that “he who had set me apart before 
I was born, and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal 
his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles” (1:15). These are the same promises that God has 
offered to us, his children. The truth is that if we transform 
this gospel to align more with culture, history, or traditions 
than the grace of God through Jesus Christ, we are guilty of 
proclaiming a distorted gospel. If we are not submitting to this 
gospel, we run the risk of incurring the wrath of God that we 
deserve. Are we willing to run this risk with the lives of those 
we might proclaim a false gospel to? Brothers and sisters, 
make haste to remember these truths. The truth that Christ 
alone has the power to redeem our lives. And, he has. We 
are covered by such grace and saved by such an extravagant 
mercy. Let this saving power be what we proclaim.

Galatians 1:11-24



As we learned in Chapter 1, any change to the gospel message makes it no gospel at all, but a distortion of the truth (1:7). We 
also learned that Paul is standing not on his own authority but on the authority given to him through Jesus Christ and God 
the Father (1:1, 12). As Paul continues making his case for the authority he has and the gospel he preaches, he begins to set 
forth that his gospel is the same gospel as the one preached by the “pillar” apostles of the Jerusalem church. As Paul tells, the 
apostles had nothing to add to his gospel and could confirm that the gospel they preached to two separate groups of people 
was in fact the same truth preached.

We are warned throughout the Bible that there are false teachers looking to change the gospel and tickle itching ears. We see 
in the middle of this passage a call to stand firm for the sake of the preservation of the message of Jesus Christ (2:4-5). Paul 
did not waver when men of influence spoke about something that they probably saw as freedom but was actually a means of 
slavery. Praise be to God that he saved Paul and made him so convinced of the simple gospel and its truth that he was able to 
resist false teachers for the sake of its preservation. We can point to this moment as a mark of the faithfulness of God as he 
continued to work out his plan. We now have so many letters to profit from that were written by this one man as he was carried 
along by the Holy Spirit, and the gospel has been preserved for 2,000 years because he did not waver.

I think we can find here a call for ourselves. We should trust that God is faithful to bring about his promises and that he will 
preserve the gospel. The gates of Hell will not prevail against his church (Matthew 16:18). These are verities that we can and 
should stand on, but they do not negate the fact that the Lord uses means to bring about his ordained ends. Because of this, 
we must be Christians who defend the faith. We must be people of the Bible who renounce teaching that claims the name of 
Jesus but in reality is far from what his word says. People’s lives are at stake. Paul realized this when he told Timothy to “keep 
a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by doing so you will save both yourself and your hearers” (1 
Timothy 4:16). While good doctrine can lead us into greater love of God and faithfulness to His word, bad doctrine can lead 
us into destruction. Brothers and sisters, persist in watching the doctrine that you are both teaching and being taught. Be the 
type of theologian that can smell the slightest hint of gospel distortion. Let’s stand with Paul and Timothy and realize the eternal 
significance of such a call.

Galatians 2:1-10



As Paul is recounting for the Galatians how God has worked 
in his life, he includes a brief story of once having to correct 
Peter on ideas about Jews, Gentiles, and the New Covenant.  
Paul tells us that when Peter first arrived in Antioch he ate 
with Gentile Christians, but after James and other Jewish 
friends came, he stopped eating with Gentiles and only ate 
with Jews.  “He was afraid of criticism from these people who 
insisted on the necessity of circumcision,” and so Paul had to 
rebuke him for this hypocrisy (v. 12).  

This confrontation is particularly significant when 
remembering the vision Peter received from the Lord in Acts 
10.  Peter learned through the vision and his subsequent 
encounter with Cornelius that the New Covenant established 
through Jesus’ death and resurrection meant there was no 
longer any need to follow Jewish law.  Gentiles and Jews were 
now equally able to receive salvation and the Holy Spirit.  

Hence, Peter knew by the time of this story that there was no 
need to act as a Jew or not to act as a Gentile.  Thus, Peter’s 
actions were not based on the gospel but on his own human 
insecurities.  He struggled with the thought of potentially 
being criticized by fellow Jews and reverted to old traditions in 
order to avoid conflict and the need to explain the revelation 
God had given him.  The irony here is blatant: Peter had and 
could again withstand opposition from enemies who opposed 
him and his preaching, but he balked at the idea of conflict 
with his peers.  

Paul’s story of Peter’s hypocrisy contains several useful 
reminders for us as believers, the first being that we are 
human.  Peter, the rock of the church, faced a moment 
of cowardice and self-consciousness, even after having 
previously preached with boldness through the Spirit.  He 
had weaknesses as a church leader as we each have our own 
weaknesses, even when using our gifts as he was.  None of us 
will walk away from this life without feeling like we could have 
handled some situations better and worked harder to obey 
the Lord.  Peter did not, which means you will be no different.  
God knows, understands, forgives, and encourages.  

Sometimes, this encouragement and correction requires 
direct confrontation.  The second reminder offered here is 
that we need to confront one another.  We cannot allow the 
sin we observe in each other to go without accountability.  Sin 
is destructive individually and corporately.  Peter’s sin here 
had the potential to bring disunity to an already frailly unified 
early church of Jews and Gentiles.  We must be there to bring 
each other back to what is true and right and holy.

Confrontation with grace and truth is crucial, but it means 
nothing if we do not humble ourselves to receive it.  The 
third reminder implied through this passage is that Peter 
accepted Paul’s rebuke and once again worked to reform 
his ways.  We as the body need to be open to listening to 
wise counsel and admitting when we are wrong.  Thus, both 
sides of confrontation take vulnerability, courage, and wise 
discernment through the Spirit.

The story Paul tells here is brief but enlightening and 
encouraging.  We will mess up, but God and his people are 
there to remind us of who we are and who we are becoming 
through grace.  

Galatians 2:11-14



“… we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ” (2:16)

Imagine a mom who holds her baby close and stares deeply into her child’s eyes. The baby rests in the embrace of her mother 
and stares back up with a deep sense of security. She rests secure because there is nothing that can change her mother’s 
affections for her.  She does not have to do or earn, she can just be. This is one of the most beautiful representations of 
justification I have ever seen. 

As Christians who are justified by the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we can rest in the embrace of our Father. Jesus’ 
work means that God’s affections for us will never change. In a scandalous transaction, God has given our corrupt moral record 
to Jesus and given us his perfect moral record. When God looks on us, he does not see our corrupt nature but the nature of 
Jesus. God delights in us as a mother delights in her child. When we are justified, there is nothing we must do to earn God’s 
love. Justification allows us to become human beings rather than human-doings. 
 
Unfortunately, we all walk away from the truth of God’s justification. We trade our place as God’s daughters and sons to 
become a slave to do-more try-harder religion. We try to justify ourselves by the law, rather than having faith in Jesus’ work for 
our justification. Sure, nobody is trying to keep the Old Testament laws to find approval before God. Our attempts at seeking 
God’s approval are much more subtle. 

Our self-made laws are difficult to recognize because they are often endorsed by the Church and other believers. Our 
attempts to earn God’s approval always leave us feeling ashamed and burned out. We feel shame when we do not do our daily 
quiet time, serve every need, pray for the lost, go to three Bible studies every week, have intentional conversations with friends, 
date in a Biblical way, obtain financial peace, or reach lost souls for Jesus. We run from event to event trying to convince 
ourselves, others, and God that we are worthy of their love and affection. 

The beauty of receiving justification by faith is that we do not have to earn God’s approval. A good test to see if you understand 
justification is to ask yourself this hypothetical question, “If I never read my Bible again, would I know that God still loves me?” 
If the answer is no, you may be trying to add something to your justification. If the answer is yes, then you are more than likely 
receiving and not earning God’s justification. 

Perhaps you feel burnt out trying to earn God’s approval. If the god of your understanding demands you to do more in order 
to earn his love, then I believe the God of the Bible wants you to fire that god. The reward that comes from accepting God’s 
justification is rest. Today, try accepting that you do not have to do anything to earn the Father’s love. Lean into his warm 
embrace and rest secure that his affections for you will never change because you are his beloved. 

Galatians 2:14-21



In the first part of Chapter 3 of Galatians, Paul has a message for 
the Galatian churches that hits close to home for Iron City Church. 
Paul calls them out for something that happens all too easily in the 
Christian walk — adding extra requirements to our salvation.

We all know in our heads that our righteousness comes through faith 
alone in Jesus. We know we couldn’t possibly be worthy of God’s 
salvation, couldn’t ever deserve his favor based on our works in 
comparison to his perfection. But, just like the Galatian people, we 
can be bewitched by the measurable, comparable, “holy” things we 
accomplish by our own effort. When we are checking boxes off our 
Christian to-do lists, we feel good about what we are contributing 
to our relationship with God. We feel closer to him when we have 
been reading our Bible every day or when we share the gospel with 
our co-worker. We compare our spiritual walks with other Christians 
to reassure ourselves that we’re doing as much as or more for the 
kingdom than our brothers and sisters. And similarly, when we fail to 
memorize Scripture or haven’t discipled any younger believers for a 
while, we feel separated from God because we haven’t done enough 
to deserve community with him.

Brothers and sisters, this approach to righteousness fundamentally 
misunderstands the basis for our salvation: We were considered 
righteous the moment we believed in Christ for our salvation, before 
we ever did a single good work. The thief on the cross next to Jesus 
was promised paradise and glory after he had lived his entire life 
contrary to the gospel. Jesus begins the good work within us, and 
he alone will bring it to completion. First Thessalonians 5:24 says, 
“He who calls us is faithful, HE will surely do it,” referring to our 
progressive sanctification. Why, then, do we fall back on measurable 
righteous works to gauge or improve our status with God?  

Iron City, remember today that the root of our salvation rests not 
in ourselves, but in the power of Jesus Christ and our faith in him. 
Psalm 130:3 says, “If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, 
who could stand?” Not a single one of us could present a record 
worthy of salvation. It is foolishness to begin our walk with the 
Spirit and then pursue perfection by our flesh. Instead, live in full 
dependence on Christ’s work to bring you to the final day: “Now 
may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful — he will surely 
do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24). What relief those verses bring, 
because I could never accomplish my salvation by my works, and our 
God does not ask me to.

Galatians 3:1-9



By grace, through faith. This is the mantra of the righteous. This is the sweet melody that should hum our fearing souls to 
peace after sin, and the bold proclamation the children of God pronounce to all of Creation. Indeed, it is said that “the 
righteous shall live by faith” (3:11; Habakkuk 2:4), yet so often we operate as if the contrary is true. In moments where we 
wrestle and despair over sin or become painfully aware of our apathy towards God, how often do we seek for forgiveness 
and atonement by a greater focus on our actions? Rather than remembering “by grace through faith,” we live under the 
impossibility of keeping the Law. It is a weight too heavy and a burden to great, yet we slave away at trying to win the 
affection and forgiveness of our Lord by keeping it. It is a cursed labor, done in vain, and ultimately missing the point of 
the gospel.

The truth is that “no one is justified before God by the Law” (3:11). Biblically speaking, it was never meant to do so. 
Rather, it was designed to show us that we are indeed sinners, incapable of sufficiently living a holy and righteous life.  
Indeed, this reality should shake us. It makes sense that in view of our depravity and brokenness we clamor for ways to 
expiate our guilt and sin. Seeing our true nature makes us desperate for something to make us right before God. It is 
precisely this desperation that leads the sinner to faith and reminds the believer of their eternal status before a holy God. 

Brothers and sisters, let us no longer trust in our own efforts to make us right before our heavenly Father. Let us no 
longer live as if we are under the curse of the Law, forever laboring and never satiating its demands. Rather, let us 
remember the one who was cursed on our behalf so that we may be beneficiaries of the promise God made to Abraham 
(3:13-14). For even on our worst day, he has not forgotten his promise. We can rest in the comfort of his kept word, we 
are safe and secure. By grace, through faith. 

Galatians 3:10-14



Nestled here in the middle of Galatians, Paul gives us an 
answer to one of the most important Biblical questions since 
Roman soldiers nailed our precious Messiah to their instru-
ment of torture and death. Steering the errant theological 
bus of the Galatians firmly back between the lines of God’s 
intent, at the beginning of chapter three the apostle soundly 
navigates the proper differences between two major compo-
nents of Scripture—faith and the law. Both are gifts of God, 
but both also have their proper place in the Bible and in our 
spiritual lives. When one bleeds into another, or when we mis-
apply certain principles, confusion causes us to drift onto the 
shoulder of the road and onto tenuous religious grounds.

So, how does Paul marry the two? By first asking and then 
answering that grand, philosophically and practically important 
question. What good is the law? In verse 19 he writes, “Why 
then the law?” That is, if God made a promise to Abraham to 
send a world-blesser through his offspring (3:16), why would 
the law be necessary? To put it on the bottom shelf for us to-
day, if we’re under grace—if we’re living in the New Testament 
economy—if we’ve been redeemed by Christ, why do we need 
the law? Why should we even worry about the law at all?

Paul tells us. Before we became believers, the law pointed us 
to Christ. It showed us that we we would never be righteous 
enough. It showed us that we would never be faithful enough. 
It showed us that we could never be obedient enough. It 
revealed to us our need for a Savior (3:19). That’s the law’s 
ultimate purpose and design. It reveals our utter inability to 
meet God’s perfect standard. It reveals our absolute lack of 
holiness and the depth of our depravity. One translation says 
it’s our schoolmaster. Another calls it our guardian (3:24). 

Generally, before Christ came, there was no escaping the law. 
Specifically and individually, before he transformed us, there 
was no way around the law. It held us captive—demanding an 
impossible standard (3:21-23). We could have no other gods. 
But, we did. We shouldn’t kill. But, we harbored murderous 
thoughts in our heart. We shouldn’t commit adultery. But, we 
looked at each other and sprinted to unseemly places, right 
along with our imaginations. We broke God’s law time and 
time again. Each time, seasoned with the Holy Spirit, the law 
said, “There’s a better way.”

The law doesn’t work against grace. It doesn’t contradict faith, 
as some might think. No, the law puts them both on display 
by allowing us to see God’s fulfillment of His law in His Son. 
In verse 25 Paul puts it like this, “But now that faith has come, 
we are no longer under a guardian.” The law shows us Christ, 
and Christ redeems us from the sin that is revealed through 
the breaking of the law. Today, I’m thankful for that guardian, 
but I’m even more thankful for Jesus who freed me from the 
guardian of the law. 



Multiple times, Paul has shown that the Torah - the Law, 
God’s covenant commandments to Israel - has no saving 
power in and of itself. Unequivocally, he has attested that 

“by works of the Law no one will be justified” (2:16). Instead, Paul looks to Israel’s patriarch to see the paradigm through which 
God reckons persons to be in good standing with himself. As it is recorded in Genesis, the first book of the Law, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness” (3:6; Genesis 15:6). In his grace, God extended promises to 
Abraham, including the promise of an offspring and the promise that through the patriarch “all the nations shall be blessed” 
(3:8,16; Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-21). And “by hearing with faith,” Abraham took God at his word and laid hold of these promises 
(3:6). Therefore, Paul claims that the greater and ultimate promises mediated through this promised offspring, Christ, are also 
received in the same manner-by hearing with faith.

What do these promises entail? For Paul, a key guarantee of Christ’s work is that “in Christ Jesus, you are all sons of God, 
through faith” whether Jew, Greek, slave, free, man or woman (3:26-28). Faith grants the status of sonship and all the benefits 
due to Abraham’s offspring and the Son of God (3:29; 4:4-6).

What then is the Law to someone who believes in the gospel? Extending on the idea of sonship and inheritance, Paul gives us 
a metaphor. In the Ancient Near East, sonship meant a claim to the family property and the authority to execute oversight. 
However, those rights were not granted to the son until he reached maturity. Therefore, in practical terms, a child, even a 
firstborn son, “is no different from a slave… he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father” (4:1-2). As 
such, the Law served as a kind of trustee to restrain sin and guide God’s people in accordance to his will. Like children, all of 
Abraham’s offspring were born into obligation to the Law. Even more, all humanity before Christ was born enslaved “to the 
elementary principles” of sin, spiritual rebellion, and death.

However, the heir of all things has come. He is the promised offspring of Abraham, “born under the Law to redeem those under 
the Law” (4:5). But he is also God’s own Son, offering sonship through divine adoption to all who believe. He gives us a share 
of the greatest inheritance, an invitation into the self-same relationship he shares with God the Father, becoming partakers 
of the spiritual communion they share in the Spirit. If this is what Christ offers, how could we turn from these privileges back 
to any former slavery, whether it be self-righteousness or sinfulness? Look here and see, and ask, can either offer the kind of 
fulfillment which Christ died to offer you? And if not, why would you ever want to turn back?

Galatians 4:1-7



Paul’s passionate appeal and argumentation now become 
very personal. This portion of the letter is meant to challenge 
the Galatians and highlight the absurdity of their belief and 
behavior. His language is accordingly firm and direct. 
 
He builds upon the son and slave imagery used earlier to 
criticize the Galatians’ reliance upon the Mosaic Law in 
addition to or in place of their faith in Christ. They were in 
bondage before they knew God, but now they know God 
and God knows them (4:8-9). It is therefore ridiculous for 
them to return to slavery after being known by the God that 
came to free them from that bondage. Their submission 
to circumcision is dealt with elsewhere (5:6,11), but the 
observance of “days, months, seasons, and years” prescribed 
by the Law and Jewish custom troubles Paul here (5:10). The 
Galatians are fleeing sonship and returning to slavery.
 
They no longer have to settle for the shadows of the Law; 
they have the substance of Christ. It seems the Galatian 
church grasped this at first but lost sight of this truth in 
Paul’s absence. This is not merely a difference of opinion on a 
non-essential; rather, Paul views their reliance upon the Law 
as a compromise of the true gospel (1:6-9). That is why he 
confronts them so aggressively; this regression is incredibly 
dangerous. 
 
As such, we see Paul’s intimate pastoral care for the Galatians 
in the latter part of this section. He is struck by frustration 
and disappointment at the news of the Galatians’ return to 
the Mosaic Law. Further, they are seemingly questioning 
Paul’s authority (cf. 1:1-24), a stark contrast to their initial, 
sacrificially loving embrace of Paul (4:12-16). The Galatians 
are turning from the gospel God graciously delivered and are 
opposing the messenger that delivered it to them. In turning 
from Paul, they have embraced zealous false teachers who 
have bad intentions (4:17). They have stumbled so badly that 
Paul questions if his efforts were in vain and feels perplexed 
(4:11, 20). He feels their failure intensely, even languishing 
for his “little children” as if he were in childbirth (4:19). 
 
Paul’s words here add weight to the rest of the letter for the 
original audience and for us today. His emotive response to 
the Galatians’ error and his concern for this church highlights 
the importance of living in light of God’s grace, rather 
than our works. We must take Paul’s words to heart and 
never neglect our sonship by returning to slavery. We must 
therefore hold fast to the gospel of God’s grace in Jesus, for 
nothing else can save.

Galatians 4:8-20



The Bible is not ours to divide. We cannot pick and choose 
the parts we agree with and endorse only those. This is what 
the Judaizers were doing among the Galatians. They enjoyed 
the parts of the law that affirmed their superiority. They were 
glad to be of the chosen race, descendants of Abraham, 
promised a country of their own and an identity in the flesh. In 
emphasizing this, however, they forgot the greater meaning of 
the law and the promise. 

Abraham had many sons according to the flesh (Gen 16;  
Gen 25). Only Isaac, however, inherited the promise. 
We should see a bigger picture from this: the law was 
a manifestation of God’s mercy, a gift to his people to 
teach them of their need for Christ, restrain their natural 
wickedness, and reveal his works and character to them 
(Romans 3:20;13:3-4 Eph 2:10). It was a means to salvation, 
not the end of salvation. All of their hope could only be 
fulfilled in Christ. Yes, the law brought them to a strip of 
land beside the Mediterranean, it brought them a city, yet it 
brought along with it a slavery from worshipping the gifts and 
not the giver. Their “mother” did not nurture them. Although 
they had temporary wealth and power, they did not have hope 
and joy.

Our maternal city, the New Jerusalem, is free. The law does 
not satisfy us, but Christ has satisfied the law in our place 
(Col 2:13-14). We cling to him, and know that the same 

hands that persecuted Isaac, pursued Jacob, and punished 
Jesus will also fall on us. This world will have troubles for 
children of the promise. But our hope and inheritance does 
not lie in a country by the Mediterranean, surrounded by 
enemies and deserts. Our lives are not defined by shifting 
geopolitical powers and those permitted to worship on a holy 
hill. Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we eagerly await 
the promise (Heb 11-12). The Lord will come and with him a 
heavenly city that will fill the new creation. Our inheritance 
is the entirety of creation, and we are the innumerable 
descendants of Abraham, stars in the sky testifying to God’s 
glory. When he comes, we will have light, we will have peace, 
we will have joy (Rev 21-22).

Until then, let us fix our eyes on Christ. As we cling to him in 
faith, let us encourage one another in the freedom we have in 
his death and life. Let us set our faces to the coming kingdom, 
and journey faithfully until the end.

 “I’m just a poor wayfaring stranger
 A traveler through this world of woe
 But there’s no sickness toil nor danger
 In that fair land to which I go
 I’m going there to see my father
 I’m going there no more to roam
 I am just going over Jordan
 I am just going over home.”

Galatians 4:21-31



Paul isn’t saying that if you’re circumcised then you’re in 
bondage. The believers in Galatia were struggling to let go of 
the rules and rituals of Old Testament law, which included 

circumcision. Although they were seeking to follow Christ, the Galatian church was sliding back into the strict guidelines that 
had marked their religion for years. Therefore, Paul writes to encourage them to remember the new covenant under Christ 
— circumcised or uncircumcised, you are free because of Jesus’ sacrificial death for you. Don’t fall away from the grace that 
you’ve been given, whether out of habit or prideful stubbornness. “For in Christ neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts 
for anything, but only faith working through love” (5:6).

Paul goes on to say, “You were running well.” “Were” is the operative word here. It’s incredible how one phrase can be 
encouraging and discouraging all at once. Paul praises the believers’ growing faith while reiterating how they’ve gotten 
sidetracked. He then expresses some strong feelings toward those who would lead the believers astray: “I wish those who 
unsettle you would emasculate themselves!” (5:12). This may seem like an unnecessary outburst, but it shows how seriously 
Paul views the situation. When these believers began to take on more legalistic tendencies on matters such as circumcision, 
they began to pull away from the new covenant, essentially expressing that Christ’s death and resurrection wasn’t enough for 
them. While this may not have been bluntly stated, it was the seed of doubt at the heart of their actions. And if left unchecked, 
that seed will grow, which could be why Paul uses such emphatic language in his letter. 

Paul urges the Galatian church to live in freedom, to serve one another in love. We aren’t bound by the dietary restrictions and 
animal sacrifices of the Old Testament law (*cue the chorus of “hallelujahs” from all the bacon lovers of Iron City*). But neither 
are we to take that freedom and whip it out as a free pass anytime we please. The freedom from sin and guilt and shame that 
Christ has lavished upon us is a precious gift that we are to accept and steward well. We must not waste it, brothers and sisters.  

Our legalism, our outward obedience, is pointless if we don’t have the love of Christ within us. There is no habit we have or good 
behavior we exhibit that will make a lasting difference on those around us. Such practices may make us pleasant in the moment, 
but they fade every day with the setting sun because they aren’t well-rooted. They may have roots in a spurt of kindness or 
a fleeting moment of thoughtfulness, but those roots are shallow. Selfless love is the only root that reaches deep enough to 
endure the passing of time.

Likewise, our freedom is pointless if we misuse it for our own justifications. We must strive to live in the tension of fully free and 
joyfully obedient, propelled forward by our love for Christ.

Galatians 5:1-15



Throughout the New Testament, God is kind to teach us more 
and more about himself by the continued revelation of the 
Holy Spirit. In Acts 1, Jesus explains that his Spirit will come 
to dwell with man in his stead, and it will be for our benefit. He 
will empower us to be bold to the nations, but it does not stop 
there.

As the Spirit continues to be poured out over time, we learn 
more about him. He is not just our power, but he is our 
liberator who breaks us from our bondage to sin, our seal who 
will continue to keep us until the day of Jesus’ return, and 
our down payment of grace to participate in on this side of 
eternity. And, in Galatians 5, the Spirit is seen as our hope.

In this passage Paul makes the black and white gray. He deals 
bluntly with the people’s sin, unashamed to pull what is hidden 
out into the light. I can’t imagine anything more humiliating. 
The absolute worst of my sin put on display in a letter to the 
church. The list here is lengthy and evil and dirty and scary 
and honestly hits a little close to home. If I’m truthful, there 
are times when I abandon the calling of the Spirit at my own 
convenience and choose instead the fruit of the flesh.

If you are anything like me, you might be a little down on 
yourself in light of this scripture. I often find myself ashamed 
of the fact that as a believer I still struggle with these things. 
Shouldn’t this letter serve to bring to repentance those who 
have not yet heard the gospel and condemn those hypocrites 
who claim Christ but can’t get a grip on their sin? Let’s take a 
closer look at Paul’s plea here.

“I warn you, as I warned you before,” he says. Pretty similar 
to most of us, this was not the first time the church at Galatia 
had been caught up in sin. And truthfully, it probably wouldn’t 
be the last. We should be more thankful for our brother 
and sister’s faithfulness in coming to us again and again 
in correction than afraid of the message he bears. Martin 
Luther summed it best in saying, “When our Lord and Master 
Jesus Christ said ‘Repent,’ he intended that the entire life of 
believers should be repentance.”

Praise God that his promise to the church at Ephesus (Eph. 
5:12-14) is not unique from the promise he extends to 
Galatia and is not any different from the promise he extends 
to you and me today. His truths stretch as far as Genesis to 
Revelation. Brothers and sisters, bring your wickedness out 
into the light and trade it in for goodness accomplished by 
Jesus. There is a more solid hope than the pleasure offered 
by the world. Take courage, be fulfilled in the Spirit, and 
experience the joys of His fruit.

Galatians 5:16-26



There are a few questions often asked to one 
another by those in the household of faith, 
such as “How is your soul?” or “How is your 
heart?” and even “How is your walk?” These 
questions are meant to prompt us to give a 
type of spiritual progress report so that we can 
accurately let others know how we are doing.
 
One question, however, that is not often 
asked is “How are you caring for others?” or 
“What good works are you sowing that you 
hope will yield good fruit for the people of 
God?” This passage seems to imply that the 
answer to these questions will really reveal 
to us and others the state of our hearts. In 
this passage we are brought to a place where 
we must reflect on our lives in Christ both 
individually and corporately. Individually we 
are told to examine our own works so that we 
won’t deceive ourselves (v. 3-4), watch out 
for ourselves that we won’t be tempted (v. 1), 
carry our own load (v. 5), share all our good 
things with our teachers (v. 6), and sow unto 
the Spirit instead of the flesh (v. 9) — all while 
not growing tired of doing good (v. 9).

And intimately wrapped up in these individual 
commands are corporate ones also. We 
are told to restore a brother or sister who 
is overtaken in wrongdoing (v. 1), carry one 
another’s burdens (v. 2), and work together 
for the good of all, especially those in the 
church (v. 10). In other words, how we care 
for God’s people reveals our personal spiritual 
health. The two belong together. 

Altogether this passage makes us ask the 
tough questions: How are we caring for the 
household of faith? What are we sowing in the 
Spirit in hopes of building up Christ’s bride? 
How are we caring for the burdens of our 
brothers and sisters? May God grant us grace 
to never stop asking these questions and may 
his spirit strengthen us to press on in love and 
good works so that we may fulfill the law of 
Christ (v. 2). 

Galatians 6:1-10



Paul has made his case strongly, boldly, definitively, and personally - with his own hand (6:11). Against the prescription of the 
false teachers infiltrating the Christian community in Galatia, Paul has declared that anything but a life lived in the experience 
of salvation offered through Jesus is slavery - either to sin and the works of the flesh, or to self-righteous adherence to the Law. 
True freedom is found in the forgiveness secured in Jesus’s work by grace alone and received by faith alone.

However, Paul recognizes that holding fast to these beliefs will not be easy. Like these false teachers, many others will come 
who will “make a good showing in the flesh” (6:12). Their motivations might be mixed. Some may be reacting against the radical 
inclusivity of Christian unity. Others may be trying to abrogate influence and recognition. And others may be trying to avoid 
persecution or hardship from those hostile to the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ, Israel’s Messiah.

But the gospel of God’s grace leaves no room for boasting except that which boasts in Christ alone (6:14). The flesh has 
nothing to offer, for Jesus did in flesh what no other human in the flesh could do. Under the law or apart from it, all human 
effort is either slavery or sin. 
“For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation” (6:15). The Word which was with God in 
the beginning and who created all things speaks a new word, declaring those who behold him to be righteous. As such, they are 
new creations. The old ways of the flesh and its desires have passed away. And the new fruit of the Spirit has come. And the one 
who believes can bear such fruit, not under the burden of obligation, but by “faith working through love” (5:6). It is only in this 
way that we, with Paul, can say that in the Cross, God crucified us to the world, and the world to us. Such is the life to which we 
have been called.

As even the false teachers may recognize, this new life will not be easy. Paul knows it well. He bears on his own body “the marks 
of Jesus” (6:17). And the costly sacrifice of the promised Messiah and Son of God demonstrate how great is our need for 
restoration and how terrible is the world’s rebellion against God. But because we have been granted freedom and God’s own 
Spirit, we can overcome.

And what’s more, we know that the struggle will be worth it. The promise secured by Christ and experienced by faith is worth it. 
In that promise, all God’s sons - whether Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female, white or black, single or married, parent 
or childless - will receive love, peace, unity, communion with God, and the new Creation. ‘And he who is seated on the throne 
said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”’

Galatians 6:11-18



ABOUT THE ART

Paul writes to the Galatians to declare Truth and put to 
rest these other narratives that are meant to distract and 
deceive.  

These dichotomies are sometimes easily discernible, but 
sometimes it’s difficult to determine what is true and what 
is false.
 
In some of these photos it is abundantly clear what is the 
true view and what is inverted, but some aren’t so clear. 

Sometimes when we don’t see the whole picture our view 
and beliefs are impacted.
 
Sometimes when we try to narrow our gaze we miss 
obvious signs.

Sometimes our outlook is more persuaded by our 
perspective than we think. 

But we can rest assured that there is Truth. And this Truth 
brings freedom and life everlasting.


